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Airlines Association on Effects of Gulf Crisis 


AB2203183091 Dakar PANA in Enelish 1458 GMT 
22 March 91 


[Text] Nairobi, 22 March (KNA/PANA) The annual 
general meeting of the Afmecan Airline’s Association 
(AFRAA) has expressed concern at the consequences of 
the Gulf crisis on African Airlines which it said would be 
felt for some time to come. According to a press state- 
ment from the Nairobi-based AFRAA organisation 
Friday, the crisis had a severe operational and financial 
impact On airlines. 


The meeting, which was held earlier in Abuja, Nigeria’s 
future capital, from 8 March to 9 March, observed that 
though AFRAA members’ performance over 1990 
showed a modest increase in tonne/kilometre over the 
1989 level, the market share heavily weighed in favour of 
foreign airlines. Pressure exercised by the IMF and 
World Bank on re-equipment programme of AFRAA 
member airlines will continue to be felt until these 
airlines develop the marketing and inter-carrier strate- 
gies which will help optimize the financing and utiliza- 
tion of the new equipment, said the statement. 


AFRAA member airlines, said the statement, in their 
present form and shape, will continue to feel the inten- 
sified competition by European airlines in their bid to 
capture a fair market and equitable share of the growing 
African air transport. 


A consensus by the assembly saw a solution to the 
problem through the adoption of a practical approach— 
the pooling of resources in view of economic consider- 
ations—in order to improve performance, the statement 
added. The annual general meeting noted that the long 
term prospects of African air transport looks promising 
campared to the 1980’s as could be seen in the traffic 
growth of five per cent during the 1990. 


The meeting, attended by chief executives and delegates 
representing 21 airlines and 21 observers, examined the 
prospects and challenges facing African air transport 
today, and the outlook for the 1990's and beyond. The 
next annual general assembly will be held in Arusha, 
Tanzania between 27 April and 28 April 1992, added the 
statement. 


Rights Violators Warned of Loan Problems 


AB2603115591 Dakar PANA in English 1043 GMT 
26 Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, 22 March (NAN/PANA)—Flagrant viola- 
tions of human rights by prospective beneficiaries under 
the Lome VI [as received] convention may jeopardise 
loan approvals to such countries, the delegate of the 
commission of European communities in Nigeria, Bal- 
duin Zimmer. has stated. 


Zimmer, who was speaking at the NAN/PANA forum in 
Lagos, pointed out that there was an agreement under 
the Lome Convention subscribed to by all member 
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nations that the partners must respect the principle of 
human rights. So if there was a flagrant case of violation, 
1 am sure the ACP countries will want the European 
Development Fund (EDF) to be strict, Zimmer said. 


He explained that the rationale behind the policy of 
imposing sanctions for violation of human rights was 
that such violations usually created conditions of social 
upheaval under which there could be no proper imple- 
mentation of economic programmes. Zimmer named 
Uganda under Idi Amin and Ethiopia as two African 
countries that had had disbursement of funds stopped 
for human rights violation. 


On whether the EC was considering reviewing its focus 
in terms of prospects being specifically targeted to com- 
munities as had been done by the World Bank, Zimmer 
said he did not know what necessitated the World Bank 
review but that the EDF would continue to fund rural- 
based projects. 


Under the Lome Convention 69 African, Carribbean 
and Pacific (ACP) nations benefit from funds disbursed 
by the EDF. Namibia is the convention's latest member. 


PANA on Uncertain Future of CFA Franc 


AB2503143191 Dakar PANA in English 1153 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


[Economic Feature” by Felix Njoko] 


[Text] Dakar. 25 March (PANA)—French Cooperation 
and Development Minister Jacques Pelletier. caused a 
stir recently when he said in Dakar that the CFA franc 
was not likely to survive the advent of a future single 
European currency. 


Pelletier, who attended the just-concluded conference of 
agriculture ministers from West and Central Africa in 
the Senegalese capital, said at a news conference on 19 
March that the currency, the present legal tender in 14 
African countries, will not exist alongside whatever 
currency unit the European Community decides to have. 


The disclosure was viewed as bad news especially for the 
countries where the currency has been in use in the past 
four decades. However, others saw it as good news when 
seen in the context of the proposed integration of African 
economies at regional and continental levels and the 
possibility of creating a common African currency. 


Even so, the demise of the CFA (Communaute Finan- 
ciere Africaine or African Financial Community), by and 
large. the only viable and convertible currency among 36 
others in Africa, spells disaster, at least in the foreseeable 
future. 


Strongly backed by French economic muscle, the CFA 
had to a large extent spared its users the devastating 
effects of the astronomical devaluations of national 
currencies since SAP (structural adjustment programme) 
came into force at the behest of the World Bank and the 
IMF. 


2 INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Yet, financial stability is just one of the many gains 
accruing to adherents of the CFA empire. The CFA, 
(initially known Colonie Francaise d'Afrique or French 
Colony in Africa) came into existence on 18 August 
1939. It was tied to the French franc (FF) on a fixed | 
CFA to 0.02 FF in 1949 and has remained so ever since 
to the chargrin of multi-lateral financial institutions 
which repeatedly argued for its devaluation. 


In Africa, the currency is issued by four different central 
banks: the Central Bank of West African States 
(BCEAO), for the member-countries of the West African 
Monetary Union made up of Benin, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Burkina Faso, Niger, Senegal and Togo. The Bank of 
Central African States (BEAC) manages the currency for 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Equatorial 
Guinea, Gabon, Congo and Chad. Two other countries 
outside the zone also benefit from the arrangement. For 
instance, the Malian franc is directly tied to the French 
franc while in the Comoros, which also has the CFA as 
its legal tender, the issuing authority 1s the Central Bank 
of Comoros. 


All four financial institutions maintain open credit-debit 
accounts with the French Treasury which enables them 
to draw and pay on amounts into their reserves to the 
treasury which acts as a super central bank of sorts. 


Under the arrangement, all the currencies issued in the 
zones are convertible on a fixed parity. They can also 
transfer unlimited amounts based on fixed uniform 
exchange rates vis-a-vis other foreign currencies. 


By and large, both France and the CFA countries have 
mutually benefitted from the arrangement over the 
years, a factor which explains why the monetary system 
has lasted so long. For instance, France could easily have 
its treasury replenished from reserves coming from its 
partners as was the case in the 1970's when commotities 
exports enjoyed a boon. 


On the other hand, the European country is bound to 
make up for deficits incurred by the weaker partners. 
Reports say Paris ploughed in 500 billion CFA (about 
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one billion US dollars going by the exchange rate at the 
lime) into the common fund to keep the partners afloat 
in 1982 along. 


The CFA zone has also gone a long way in facilitating 
exchanges and investment between the countries con- 
cerned. For instance, French business is assured safe 
having in the face of stiff competition from other indus- 
trialised countries in most francophone countries. In 
similar manner, Francophone products easily find ready 
markets in the metropole, without their having to go 
through onerous foreign exchange transactions or 
depend on the EBB and flow of the US dollar. Sectors 
such as tourism, aviation and entertainment industries 
remain major beneficiaries of this set-up. 


But the gains carry a price tag. For example, all the 
francophone African countries, except Guinea and coun- 
tries to the north, automatically had to forgo some 
measure of sovereignty and national pride by virtue of 
having the:r financial and related policies remain in the 
franc zone. Such losses are not easily quantifiable in 
monetary terms but analysts say it amounts to little when 
compared to the unenviable lot of almost all the national 
currencies on the continent, some of which have lost 
their values by as much as 1,000 per cent in the past five 
years of economic structural adjustment programmes 
sponsored by the IMF and the World Bank. 


To this extent, the impending demise of the CFA, a hard 
currency sought after by non-CFA neighbours, will be 
mourned by many, not the least, the ever increasing 
number of itinerant traders who hop across the borders 
in West and Central Africa to earn their livelihood. 


Above all the disappearance of the CFA from the African 
scene, which could come sooner than expected consid- 
ering the speed with which Europe is moving toward a 
single market, could be a blessing in disguise. It would 
create a vacuum which the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) should immediately fill 
by setting up a common currency for the sub-region. 
Further afield, it also holds good promise for the possi- 
bility of an African common currency under the 
upcoming Africa economic community. 
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Burundi 


Decree Creates Constitutional Commission 


E.A2303160091 Bujumbura Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The president of the Republic—given the 
legal Decree No. 1-031 of 24 October 1988 on organizing 
legislative and rule-making bodies, considering that the 
National Unity Charter confirms the democratic option 
announced when the Third Republic was born, and 
knowing it iS appropriate to create a framework for 
considering the nature of democracy and institutions 
suitable for Burundians—decrees: 


Article 1: A constitutional commission in charge of 
drafting the future constitution of Burundi is estab- 
lished. 


Article 2: In that framework, the constitutional commis- 
sion is mandated to analyze all problems related to 
democratization and to drafting a report to be delivered 
to the president, to organize the national debate on 
democratizing institutions and political life, and to work 
out Burundi’s draft constitution and explain it before it 
is adopted. [passage omitted including Articles 3 and 4 
on selecting members to the constitutional commission] 


Article 5: The present decree is effective from the day it 
was signed, 21 March 1991, in Bujumbura by Major 
Pierre Buyoya. [passage omitted] 


{Bujumbura Domestic Service in French at 1800 GMT 
on 21 March also reports that President Pierre Buyoya 
decrees that Mr. Gerard Niyungeko will be president of 
the constitutional commission. ] 


Chad 


Radio Reports ‘Catastrophic’ Food Situation 


AB2603101091 Ndjamena Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The food situation in Chad is catastrophic 
and calls for help are coming from all directions. The 
latest of such calls is from Mayo Kebir region where the 
Situation is alarming. Over to you Jeremie Ouldebi 
Gnodoulai: 


{Begin Gnodoulai recording] You are quite right. The 
food situation in Gouahi Lahi is very serious and 
deserves immediate attention from the government. 
Youe is a district in the Subprefecture of Tiasa. Youe ts 
also the name of the capital village of this district. It was 
exactly in this village that we met with famine and 
familiarized ourselves with it. As the problems increase, 
the people do not know what to do. The meagre rainfall 
did not allow them to harvest the minimum amount of 
what was sown. There is no food in the village. The 
direct consequence is the massive exodus of what can 
rightly be called valid people to neighboring countries, 
namely Cameroon. [passage omitted] [end recording] 
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Rwanda 


Rebels Attempt ‘Breakthrough’ in Butaro 
£.A2603154591 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The rebel cockroaches [inyenzi inkotanyi] 
continue to Operate. They have no strength left to do it, 
but in spite of this. they attempt new suicidal incur- 
sions---like the first ones, of course, but aimed at 
sweeping up some food to eat. 


So they once again attempted a breakthrough yesterday 
in Butaro Commune, Ruhengeri Prefecture [word indis- 
tinct] the Rutovu sector at (Kindoyi). The Rwandan 
Armed Forces, always vigilant, were there, ready to 
protect the integrity of our country. (? Twenty) aggressors 
were left on the battlefield, while only one Rwandan 
soldier was wounded. according to a well-informed mil- 
itary source. 


In spite of the rebel military leaders’ prohibition, some 
aggressors managed to escape their guards’ vigilance and 
surrender to the Rwandan Armed Forces. Our colleague 
Jean-Francois Nsengiyumva,. who is here in our studio 
and who went to Ruhengeri this morning, met some of 
the young people who surrendered to the Rwandan 
Armed Forces: 


[Nsengiyumva] [passage omitted] Some aggressors sur- 
rendered as soon as they saw the red flags and those of 
the Red Cross near the border. We met them today in 
Ruhengeri. They confirmed to us what we knew: that 
over there among the volcanoes, on the Ugandan side 
where they are stationed, living conditions are extremely 
tough and unbearable. At least 20 young people die every 
day of hunger and disease, particularly of pneumonia— 
due to the very cold weather characteristic of this vol- 
canic region of very high altitudes—and also of bacillary 
dysentery. [passage omitted] One of the brave men— 
they should be described as such—a sub- lieutenant 
called (Mihinja), affirmed that his superiors ordered him 
to remove the red and white flags with red crosses 
[denoting cease- fire] and to bring them to them. The 
following Gay, the Rwandan Armed Forces put other 
flags in their place, he affirmed. 


The young lieutenant called (Mihinja) told us that he had 
been an eyewitness to the death of Fred Rwigyema [first 
leader of the Rwandan Patriotic Front] in Kagitumba. 
He was literally cut in two by shrapnel from a Rwandan 
Army helicopter—that was on 2 October 1990. He also 
told us that Alexis Kanyarengwe, the current Rwandan 
Patriotic Front chairman, is a sick man who can no 
longer climb the volcanoes and is being carried about in 
a miserable stretcher. It is this man who is sending young 
men to their death. 


The young aggressors of yesterday are now in Rwanda 
and in full security. Their lives are safe. [passage 
omitted] 
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Djibouti 


Man Gets Death Sentence in Restaurant Bombing 


F£.A2503174791 Djibouti Domestic Service 
in Somali 1900 GMT 24 Mar 91 


{Text] Today a supreme court in Djibouti sentenced to 
death Adouani Hamouda Ben Hassan. who was behind 
ihe bombing of Historil restaurant. Adouani Hamouda 
admitted he was behind the bombing on 18 March 1987 
in which 12 people were killed and 40 injured. Ali 
Afkadha, chief justice of the court, passed the judgement 
and said that this man had committed a very serious 
crime. His accusers, [names indistinct]. French and 
German nationals, appealed for similar action to be 
taken against anyone who committed such a crime. 


The lawyer for the accused told the court that the 
conspiracy was Committed in connection with the Pales- 
tinian question. The accused was given leave to appeal 
against the sentence within two months. Should the 
appeal succeed, the death sentence will be commuted to 
life imprisonment or (presidential pardon). 


Ethiopia 


Workers Riot Against Government Reported 


F.A2503214591 (Clandestine) Voice of the 
Ethiopian People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Workers of various (?departmerts) in (?Kal- 
ity), south of Addis Ababa, rioted against the Dergue 
government and staged a strike. The strike by workers 
took place about seven days ago. The workers attempted 
to hold and bring under their control the area secretary 
of the All-Ethiopia Trade Union. who was a stooge of the 
Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] and oppressed and 
exploited them. He escaped from the office and disap- 
peared from the area as he had learned about the plan in 
advance. Then the workers demolished the office. 


When the member of the WPE Central Committee and 
minister of labor and social affairs. known as Shimeles 
Adugna. came to talk to the workers. the workers 
rejected him, saying: What we demand is our rights. You 
cannot reply to our demand for our rights. Your death is 
near at hand and we will not hold talks with you. 
[passage omitted] 


Political Discussion Held on Mobilizing Resources 


FE.A2503 163191 Addis Ababa in English to 
Neighboring Countries 18500 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] A political discussion focusing on mobilizing 
resources that would bolster the war effort aimed at 
safeguarding the national unity of the motherland has 
been conducted in Asmera. Comrade Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Tesfaye Gebre Kidan. member of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Worker's Party 
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of Ethiopia and head of the Zone One campaign center. 
said during the discussion that the so-called EPLF [Eri- 
trean People’s Liberation Front] and Weyane [Tigre 
People’s Liberation Front] groups who have recently 
launched an offensive in several fronts are advancing the 
evil cause of separating Eritrea from Ethiopia by sowing 
seeds of discord among the Ethiopian people. thereby 
leading the country into a dangerous situation. 


He said that a big section of the Ethiopian society ts 
expressing anger over the hostile acts of the enemy while 
al the same time asking for arms to go to the war front. 
Comrade Lt. Gen. Tesfaye said every genuine national 
must be prepared to pay the necessary sacrifice 10 
safeguard the security and (?sovereignty) of the nation. 


Kenya 


Editorial Calls for Recalling U.S. Ambassador 


£.12403163891 Nairobi SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 24 Mar 91 p 6 


{[Editorial: “Time To Call Back This Ambassador” ] 


[Text] The attorney-general. Mr. Matthew Muli. on 
Friday promised to forward to the U.S. Embassy in 
Nairobi details of the circumstances in which the fami- 
lies of Messrs. Kenneth Matiba,. Charles Rubia and Raila 
Odinga have recently visited those politicians in deten- 
tion camps. 


Mr. Muli made the pledge in a conversation with the 
U.S. ambassador. Mr. Smith Hempstone. as the envoy 
was paying a courtesy call on Kenya's chief government 
legal adviser. who was reacting to Mr. Hempstone’s 
desire to know what step Kenya is taking to ensure 
detainees are not denied their human rights. 


In ordinary circumstances. there would be nothing 
wrong with Mr. Hempstone’s desire or Mr. Muli’s vow. 
After all. this is a free society. whose strength lies in the 
freedom by everybody in it to pursue and publish 
information of interest to all Kenyans and their friends 
in other countries. 


lt is for that reason that Kenya has granted and will 
continue to grant to all kinds of foreigners full permits to 
conduct research into all sorts of situations—including 
into our history. our civic arrangements. Our economy. 
our social service systems. Our education and even— 
with certain we!l known and internationally recognised 
provisions—our security system. 


And it 1s here that Mr. Muli’s acquiescence in Mr. 
Hempstone’s demand raised eyebrows. It 1s not that it 
would be dangerous to furnish Mr. Hempstone with the 
dates and other details of those visits to our detention 
camps. What rankles 1s the principle involved. whether 
the envoy of one country has any kind of right to ask to 
be given details of events which involve the security of 
the country to which the envoy 1s accredited. 
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And Mr. Hempstone ts not just another envoy. He ts an 
individual who has chosen to meddle in Kenya’s internal 
affairs ever since he arrived for a tour of diplomatic duty 
a number of months ago. He has always made demands 
on our political system without any kind of regard to the 
international diplomatic etiquette, a code which practi- 
cally all his colleagues in Nairobi always observe. 


This 1s not to say that any Kenyan should claim that our 
System 1s the best in the world. Much less should any 
Kenyan claim that we do ot flout with great frequency 
the set of rules which we have set for ourselves to guide 
uS IN Our governance and which, on paper. are often 
endorsed internationally as good rules. No Kenyan 
should ever claim that Kenya is above criticism and 
must never be criticised. 


We have good things going for us. But to assume that, 
because of them, everything else is rosy is to open the 
door to tragedy. Some of our rules are not good and the 
way we implement even the good ones sometimes makes 
a mockery of them. It 1s for that reason that it is in our 
Own interest to listen to our friends in other countries 
when they criticise us. Only then can we take bolder 
action to improve our system. 


That is why Kenya has never taken any exception to the 
daily criticisms that our government receives, for 
instance. from European countries—except Norway 
recent!y—because the criticism is always constructive. 
always friendly and, where made through those coun- 
tries’ high commissioners or ambassadors, always quiet 
and decorous and made through the authorities with 
whom the diplomats are authorised by their govern- 
ments to deal. 


We do not, at any rate, think it does a country any 
good—even be it a superpower—to allow its ambassador 
in another country to gallivant all over the place 
speaking as though the ambassador has the licence from 
home to take charge of the sovereignty of the country to 
which he is accredited. It would sound highly ridiculous 
in the ears of Americans for Kenya's ambassador in 
Washington to march to the U.S. attorney-general and 
demand to be given certain security information, even if 
it is Only the dates on which certain U.S. nationals in jail 
were visited by their families. 


He might be intrepid enough to do so, but it would be 
done quietly, in accordance with the international pos- 
tulates governing diplomatic courtesy. If he went to the 
Justice Department with the kind of swagger that char- 
acterises the braggadocio Smith Hempstone, the chances 
are that he would be shown the door and suffer much 
opprobrium. 


Thus we advise Mr. Muli that, though he can entertain 
this or any other ambassador, he should not allow 
himself to acquiesce in demands that clearly show disre- 
spect for our sovereignty, especially on security matters. 


Mr. Hempstone has shown again and again that he 
thinks he can secure the interests of his country just by 
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hobnobbing with sworn enemies of Kenya's indepen- 
dence, by direct appeals to mob passion, by total disre- 
gard for all the norms of diplomatic behaviour by a kind 
of Orwellian big-brotherliness that smacks of racism. He 
has shown by this that he is not an agent of friendship 
between Kenya and the U.S. The government of Presi- 
dent Bush is thus clearly called upon 'o recall this 
ambassador if the two countries are 10 achieve their 
mutual interests as soon as possible. 


Somalia 


President, Italian Envoy Discuss Relations 


£.12603233091 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1645 25 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Mr. Ali Mahdi Mohamed. interim president of 
Somalia, has received in his office Mario Dica, the 
Italian ambassador to Somalia. with whom he discussed 
bilateral relations. the current levels of Italian assistance 
to Somalia, and what the Italian Government can do to 
rehabilitate the country’s economy and _ politics. 
Speaking on arrival at the airport to Jilani Abdulleh 
Jujuleh, a SOMALI NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY 
reporter, the Italian envoy said he came to Somalia to 
review the level of Italian relief aid to the country and 
how his government could play a role in reconciling 
Somalia. The ambassador went on to say that the Italian 
Government would soon send a ship loaded with fuel 
and food as a gift to the Somali people. [passage omitted] 


Prime Minister on Saudi Visit, Aid ‘Needs 


4AB2503140691 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Somalia’s interim prime minister, Omar Arteh 
Ghalib, has been appealing for massive international aid 
to reconstruct Somalia after the fall of Siad Barre. He is 
going ahead in spite of the fact that the interim govern- 
ment set up by USC [United Somali Congress] rebels 
when they captured Mogadishu early last month has not 
been recognized by other rebel movements which 
opposed Siad Barre and that efforts to call a roundtable 
conference have come to nothing. Well, Omar Arteh 
Ghalib is in Saudi Arabia at the moment and he saw 
King Fahd last night. On the line. Robin White asked 
Omar Artech how he got on: 


[Begin recording] [Ghalib] Well, it was a great pleasure 
for me to see King Fahd, His Majesty King Fahd, and 
after such a long absence, and I must say that it was not 
only asking for help, but also for consultations, and | am 
very happy to say that he was responsive both to the 
discussions we had on consultations regarding our crisis 
and the aid for which we have asked. 


[White] What aid did you ask from him? 
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[Ghalib] Well, what we mostly need for our people is fuel 
and food and telecommunications. We are completely 
isolated. We have no telephone links, no telex links. All 
the telecommunications have been disrupted. So these 
are the three pressing needs: fuel. food, telecommunica- 
tions, and then ordinary development projects that have 
been suspended. 


[White] Has he offered you fuel for free? 


[Ghalib] Well, | do not want to comment on that, but I 
must say that our discussions were very fruitful. He was 
very responsive to our needs. and I am absolutely 
satisfied. 


[White] And what about help with telecommunications? 
What have the Saudis done there 


[Ghalib] Well, we are still holding the discussions now. 
The minister of telecommunications is with me on the 
delegation, and he is going to have discussions with his 
counterpart, and we are—I am optimistic that what we 
need and what we have asked for will be forthcoming. 


[White] Presumably, you are asking for money. | mean, 
you are not going to put a lot of telephones in a suitcase 
and take them back with you to Somalia, are you” 


[Ghalib] Well, not in that sense. These telecommunica- 
tions are to resume connections with the outside world, 
but not... [changes thought] What we need is too big to be 
taken in our pockets. 


[White] Does the Saudi Government recognize you as 
the legitimate government of Somalia, because there 1s a 
lot of dispute in Somalia itself as to whether you are the 
legitimate government or not. Do they recognize you... 


[Ghalib, interrupting] Mr. White, we are not wasting 
time to know whether a certain government recognizes 
us Or not. That is absolutely a waste of time. What we are 
concentrating on is to help our people. our helpless 
people who have been evicted from their homes, whose 
homes have been destroyed, whose properties have been 
looted. This is what we are concerned with. We are not 
talking about recognition. 


[White] I asked about this question of recognition 
because | understand that other Somali movements, like 
the Somali National Movement [SNM]. which controls 
most of northern Somalia, they have also been going 
around asking for money and help with communica- 
tions, that kind of thing. Does it worry you that other 
movements are doing that? 


[Ghalib] It does not worry us because there is no one, 
none of them can claim that he is more SNM than | am. 
lam the SNM, I created it in 1964, it was my party. and 
it was revived in 1981, and I was sentenced to death, as 
you know, for supporting that movement. So why should 
| wage a campaign against myself? We welcome... 
[changes thought] Both the president and myself have 
declared that any help that comes to Somalia should go 
both ways, both to the north and to the south. But it is 
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only natural that any help that comes from a friendly 
country should be channelled through the government. 
[end recording] 


SSDF Chief Says *We Can Take Mogadishu’ 
AB2603154791 Parts AFP in English 1151 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


[By David Chazan] 


[Text] Bufo, Somalia. March 26 (AFP)}—The road south 
from Mogadishu is littered with rotting corpses and 
burned-out trucks. testifying to the seemingly endless 
agony of Somalia as rival clan-based factions battle for 
power. The overthrow of military strongman Mohamed 
Siad Barre in January. far from bringing peace to the 
parched scrubland of Somalia, has plunged the improv- 
erished Horn of Africa country into bloody clan warfare. 
Food is desperately short in the south, as the economy 
has ground to a halt, and the fighting has sent hundreds 
of thousands to refugees streaming southwards from 
Mogadishu. 


The clan-based opposition groups who fought the repres- 
sive rule cof Major-General Siad Barre are now locked in 
combat with each other in the south. Darod tribesmen of 
the Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) and Somali Sal- 
vation Democratic Front (SSDF) advanced last week to 
Bufo, only 85 kilometres (50 miles) south of the capital, 
controlled by the mainly Hawiye United Somali Con- 
gress (USC), which drove Maj.-Gen. Siad Barre from the 
capital in January. 


“We can take Mogadishu,” said Colonel Saeed Ali Haji, 
SSDF field commander at Bufo. “We're just waiting for 
logistics and reinforcements before launching the final 
offensive.” But Colonel Bashir Ali Salad, the SPM’s field 
commander in the area, said: “If the USC show that they 
want peace we'll stop before Mogadishu.” 


SSDF and S?M political leaders in the southern city of 
Kismaayo said they wanted to negotiate a cease-fire with 
the USC rather than attacking Mogadishu. But it is 
doubtful how much control they exert over the fighters at 
the front, many of whom seemed eager to press on to the 
capital. Ironically, the SPM and SSDF who opposed the 
Siad Barre regime are now allied with fellow Darod 
fighters of the United Somali Front (USF) who belong to 
Maj.-Gen. Siad Barre’s Marehan clan and display a 
thinly veiled sympathy for the septuagenarian who ruled 
Somalia with an iron hand for 21 years. The USC say the 
Darod forces include many of Maj.-Gen. Siad Barre’s 
former henchmen. 


“Some of the contingents fighting with us are close to 
Siad Barre,” said SPM leader Colonel Omar Cheiss, but 
he blamed the USC for the outbreak of fighting that has 
thrown Somalia into turmoil. “When Siad Barre ran 
from Mogadishu to Kismaayo, in the south, we tried to 
pursue him. But the USC betrayed us and attacked us at 
Afgoye.” 30 kilometres (18 miles) west of Mogadishu. 
Col. Cheiss said. The USC then advanced some 400 
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kilometres southwards, “killing and molesting civilians 
and forcing us to regroup and counter attack to drive 
them back,” he said. “That's what made us leave Siad 
Barre alone.” 


Former General Abdullahi Mohamoud of the SSDF said 
the septuagerarian strongman who ruled Somalia with an 
iron hand for 21 years is now “holed up with about 2,000 
well-armed fighters of his Marehan Clan” in the south- 
western region of Gedo. “We do not recognise the 
legitimacy of the so-called provisional government set up 
by the USC in Mogadishu,” Col. Cheiss said. The other 
groups would not attend a national reconciliation con- 
ference the USC proposed to hold in the capital because 
“Mogadishu is not secure for us.” he said. 


Gen. Mohamoud said the USC, composed of Hawiye 
clansmen, had systematically massacred Darod 
tribesmen. “Everywhere they raped our women and 
slaughtered civilians. In all the areas we liberated as we 
pushed north we found evidence of wanton slaughter 
and looting. It was as if they just wanted to destroy 
everything. They even stole the roofs and windows from 
buildings. Anything they could move they took.” 


Rotting corpses are strewn along the dusty roa m 
Kismaayo to Mogadishu, littered with smashed c. 5 and 
trucks, pockmarked with bullet holes. Trucks ; 1 
with refugees fleeing the carnage rumble south unde: |... 
merciless desert sun. International aid is trickling in, but 
many relief organisations have pulled out, judging the 
risks too great, leaving war-torn Somalia wracked by 
hunger and disease. “There's hardly any food.” said 
Erwin Koenig of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), the only relief organisation still in the 
southern city of Kismaayo, where local officials estimate 
there are up to 600,000 displaced people. mostly Darods 
who fled Mogadishu. 


Most are sleeping in the streets in makeshift cardboard 
shelters, while others have taken refuge in the church and 
in a disused Soviet-built meat processing factory, now 
home to hordes of undernourished, barefoot children, 
many with running sores. Wounded civilians and 
fighters lie groaning in the dusty courtyard of Kismaayo 
hospital, while the onset of the rains, expected any day, 
will make life almost intolerable for the refugees. already 
wracked by water-borne diseases such as dysentry. Last 
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week in ICRC boat brought 350 tonnes of food to 
Kismaayo, but “it’s just a drop in the ocean.” said Mr. 
Koenig. 


USC Official Addresses New Security Force 


FA2503182791 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1645 GMT 24 Mar ¥1 


[Excerpts] Mr. Hussein Ali Shidow, the interim 
chairman of the United Somali Congress [USC] partici- 
pated in a ceremony held today in Hodan District [in 
Mogadishu] during which a security force was founded 
to curb looting. banditry. unnecessary shoot-outs and to 
collect illegal firearms and bullets and to maintain peace 
in Mogadishu. [passage omitted] 


In his speech, Mr Hussein Ali Shidow said that the force 
is a vanguard one and was created in order to fight 
against banditry and anything cise that might bring 
insecurity. The chairman said this noble duty would be 
realized with the help of God. Concerning the aims 
behind founding the force and the USC's great efforts, 
Mr. Hussein Ali Shidow said that these were to ensure 
the Sornali people's unity. This is tn contrast to claims by 

few short-sighted people who have alleged that the 

‘SC functions on a clannish basis. We should merci- 
lessly confront those bent on distorting our struggle, said 
the chairman, adding that any fighter killed while dis- 
charging this noble duty will be rewarded by God, as 
Muhammad the prophet. peace be upon him, ts reported 
to have told us in the Hadith. The USC acting chairman 
said Siad Barre had wronged the country by applying 
hateful policies. and therefore the US was striving to 
restore the respect and honor the Semali people previ- 
ously enjoyed, in Africa in part) ol r, but also in the 
world as a whole. 


Addressing the vanguard force, Mr. Hussein Ali Shidow 
told them that their overriding duty would be to confront 
banditry and to maintain peace. law and order. He said 
that in order to implement this, sacrifices, discipleship. 
love. respect, and fortitude would be required of them. 


The vanguard force. whose sphere of operations will be 
Mogadishu. is expected to number over 1.000, including 
voluntary elders. The USC [acting] chairman also told 
the Somali National News Agency that the government 
would soon declare emergency law to curb looting. 
banditry and illegal firearms. 
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Minister Says Ancestral Land Not To Be Returned 


MB2603 150891 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1200 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The government has dashed the hopes of thou- 
sands of black South Africans, saying land seized under 
apartheid laws will never be returned. 


In an interview with the magazine RSA [Republic of 
South Africa] POLICY REVIEW, Planning and Housing 
Minister Hernus Kriel conceded the government has 
embarked on reforms under pressure and in consider- 
ation that the majority of people have no political rights. 


But he dashed the hopes of blacks removed from their 
ancestral land over the past 48 years by saying people 
have been compensated for land taken from them. 


Kriel says it will be unrealistic to expect land to be taken 
away from those who, over the years, have developed 
and sustained it. 


Hani Concedes ANC Violates ‘Democratic Norms’ 


MB2703 134891 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1300 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] has 
admitted that it sometimes violates democratic norms. 
Umkhonto we Sizwe {Spear of the Nation, MK—ANC 
Military Wing] Chief Chris Hani says the ANC some- 
times acts undemocratically. and it is the duty of the 
alternative media to point out these shortcomings. 


In an interview in the latest edition of NEW ERA 
magazine Hani says the ANC knows it has many short- 
comings. He says although criticism is often not pleasing. 
for a movement to remain democratic it needs to be 
criticised. 


Hani says the democratic media should be allowed to 
enjoy autonomy. 


ANC Against Malan’s ‘Repeated Attacks’ on Hani 


MB2703 124491 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1100 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] says it 
takes strong exception to the singling out of national 
executive committee member Chris Hani for repeated 
attacks by Defense Minister Magnus Malan. 


The organization says Malan is trying to shift attention 
from the crimes he is being asked to account for. in 
particular, as the ANC puts it, the murders and other 
activities committed by the CCB [Civil Cooperation 
Bureau] and the actions of the SADF [South African 
Defense Force] in Sebokeng. 


The ANC says Malan’s veiled threat that Hani’s indem- 
nity is Only temporary makes the whole question of 
indemnification suspect.. 
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ANC’s Grosskopf, Kasrils Granted Indemnity 


A1B2603151891 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] One of the most notorious members of the ANC 
{African National Congress], Hein Grosskopf, and the 
Organization's intelligence chief, Ronnie Kasrils, have 
been granted indemnity from prosecution. 


The indemnity relates to them having received military 
training while members of the ANC’s military wing. 
Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation]. 


However, a spokesman for the Ministry of Law and 
Order, Captain Craig Kotze, said that the charges against 
Mr. Grosskopf arising from a bomb blast at Krugersdorp 
in which a policeman was killed and a bomb explosion at 
Wits [Witwatersrand] [South African Defense Force] 
command in Johannesburg were still in force. 


ANC Prisoners Not Signing Indemnity Forms 


MB 2603150291 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1100 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Some ANC [African National Congress] members 
serving sentences on Robben Island are not signing 
indemnity forms which will secure their release. Frans 
Kruger reports: 


[Kruger] It is unclear now many prisoners are involved, 
although ANC spokesperson Sakkie Macozoma said they 
were less than 5 percent of the ANC contingent among 
the estimated 160 prisoners still on the island. 


He said the issue has largely been resolved and [words 
indistinct] were continuing between the prisoners and 
ANC leadership. 


A Cape Town lawyer involved in the issue says the 
prisoners have not yet refused outright to sign the 
indemnity forms but have not signed them yet. 


It is believed they are arguing they cannot ask for pardon 
from the government, which they consider to be still 
illegitimate. 


According to the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress], about 
60 of its members on Robben Island and in other jails 
have refused to apply for indemnity. It is unclear what 
the prisoners’ decision will mean for the deadline of 30 
April the ANC has set for all prisoners to be freed. 


ANC’s Jordan Criticizes Government on Prisoners 


\1B 240314449] Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English (“Extra”™ section) 24 Mar 91 p 2 


[Report by Norman West: ““Our People are Not Crimi- 
nals} 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] Information 
Chief Pallo Jordan has accused the government of 
treating released political prisoners like “pimps. drug 
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dealers, bank robbers and rapists” by giving them 
“remission” of sentence rather than full amnesty. 


Mr Jordan was speaking at a meeting in Woodstock, 
Cape Town, this week where the 31 Robben Isiand 
prisoners released on Thursday were feted by ANC and 
SACP [South African Communist Party] supporters 
against a backdrop of black, green and gold flags and 
buntings of the ANC. 


The group of 31 included two “lifers” Mathews Meyiwa 
of Durban and John Nene of Hammarsdale in Natal. 


Mr Jordan criticised the government for dragging its feet 
on the release of political prisoners and said only 15 
percent of those eligible for release had been freed. 


He said: “the UN High Commission for Refugees 
[UNHCR] has identified 3,260 political prisoners in 
South Africa, but no more than 400 have been released. 


“It 1s scandalous that 85 percent of prisoners eligible for 
release under the provisions of the Groote Schuur 
minute are still behind bars.” 


Mr Jordan said close scrutiny of earlier releases. 
excluding the lifers and long-term prisoner in the present 
group, would show that the government was not giving 
political prisoners the same kind of amnesty accorded 
people like Nelson Mandela and his contemporaries. 


*“What the government has been doing is giving political 
prisoners remission of sentence. This is something that 
was never done before and something the government 
has traditionally given to those who sold Mandrax. raped 
women and who were pimps and bank robbers.” 


Meanwhile, the government has softened its line on 
reyecting the UNHCR role in the repatriation of exiles. 


Earlier this week, the National Coordinating Committee 
for the Repatriation of SA [South African] exiles 
(NCCR) postponed the return of 110 South African 
exiles from Zambia. 


It said the involvement of the UNHCR in the repatria- 
tion was crucial—although the previous group of refu- 
gees had returned to SA [South Africa} without the UN 
body’s involvement. 


The postponement by the NCCR threatened to derail the 
repatriation programme and also called for a change of 
Strategy by the government to resc’ 2 the repatriation 
project that resulted from the Groot. Schuur and Pre- 
toria minutes. 


There was an agreement between the government and 
the ANC on an April 30 deadline for the return of exiles 
to whom indemnity had been granted. 


A delay in the process could seriously undermine the 
cordial though fragile. relationship between the ANC 
and the government. 
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In a surprise move on Thursday night, shortly after the 
release of the 31 prisoners, Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
said the UNHCR would be welcome to help with the 
repatriation process. 


He said the government acknowledged that the UNHCR 
was neutral and an expert in this field and that its help in 
solving problems would facilitate the return of exiles. 


Investigation Into ‘Invalid’ Sentences Called For 


M1B2703083691 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] alleges that 
many political prisoners are serving sentences for 
offenses that are no longer valid in terms of the agree- 
ments between the government and the organization. 


It has called on the government to begin an immediate 
investigation into the situation at Barberton where 61 of 
the prisoners are allegedly being held and in prisons in 
other rural areas. 


Police Launch Inquiry Into Daveyton Killings 


M1B2603172491 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1115 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[From the “Africa South” program: interview with Cap- 
tain Craig Kotze, Law and Order Ministry spokesman, 
by correspondent Catherine Rademeyer: date and place 
not given} 


[Text] The South African Police has launched an urgent 
investigation into yesterday's clash between supporters 
of the ANC [African National Congress] and police in 
the black township of Daveyton, east of Johannesburg. 


Twelve people. including a policeman, were killed in the 
incident. A spokesman for the Ministry of Law and 
Order, Captain Craig Kotze. spoke to Catherine Rade- 
mayer: 


[Begin recording] [Kotze] The commissioner of police, 
Gencral Johan van der Merwe, has ordered that a 
top-level team of detectives be put together to gather all 
the relevant facts about the Daveyton incident; and this 
team is already under the command of Gen. Jaap 
Joubert, who is the deputy chief of the CID [Criminal 
Investigation Depariment]. 


[Rademeyer] But the ANC has already demanded an 
independent commission of inquiry. 


[Kotze] Well. the important thing to realize, of course, 1s 
that an inquest. which is what will be held into the deaths 
of all those people concerned, is an independent judicial 
process anyway. I'm afraid I can’t comment on whether 
a judicial commission of inquiry will be instituted or not. 


{[Rademeyer] Now, obviously there’s been many con- 
flicting accounts about exactly what happened. How will 
the South African Police complete an inquiry which will 
be to everyone's satisfaction? 
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[Kotze] Well, the point is, of course, is that the police 
don’t attempt to complete an inquiry to anyone's salis- 
faction necessarily. What needs to be done is that all the 
stuff needs to be gathered and the truth needs to be 
established, and that’s exactly what we're doing with the 
{word indistinct] special investigation team. 


{Rademayer] The ANC has also called for the immediate 
suspension of those police officers involved. What's your 
reaction to this? 


{[Kotze] That will be completely inappropriate and 
unnecessary, because on the basis of information now 
available to us, the policemen at the scene were actually 
attacked without any provocation whatsoever by the 
crowd of ANC supporters. [end recording] 


Violence Has Descended Into ‘Factionalism’ 


MB2503112091 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1000 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Text] The state president says violence in South Africa 
has descended into factionalism. 


F.W. de Klerk says the faction leaders must get their 
supporters to stop fighting and channel their energy into 
more constructive areas. 


He was speaking at a photo session with Italian foreign 
trade minister, Renato Ruggiero, in Cape Town. Rug- 
gicro is in the country on a three-day official visit. 


De Klerk was asked whether violence, like that over the 
weekend in Daveyton, is likely to endanger investment 
opportunities. De Klerk says the violence is of concern 
but must be promptly investigated to see where the 
blame lies. He says he is confident this serious issue can 
be managed with full effect. 


ANC Sees "Third Force’ Involvement in Violence 


MB2603075591 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] says a third 
force consisting of vigilante death squads is involved in 
the current violence, and the confrontation is no longer 
just between Zulus and Xhosas. 


The deputy president of the organization, Mr. Nelson 
Ma: lela, told newsmen at a game park in Kangwanc. 
that tribal chiefs had been informed about the latest 
trend. 


In a surprise development he strongly defended the role 
of tribal chiefs, saying authority of black people had 
rested with them long before the ANC was formed. 


On the massacre of 15 people at Daveyton at the 
weekend, Mr. Mandela criticized the police for using 
different methods to control black and white crowds. 
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ANC Wants Constitution Via ‘Democratic Process’ 


MB2503155391 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Text] An official of the African National Congress 
[ANC] says the ANC is not only aiming at achieving a 
democratic constitution for South Africa but also at 
achieving such a constitution through a democratic 
process. 


The head of the ANC’s international affairs department. 
Mr. Thabo Mbeki, says the ANC wants a good demo- 
cratic constitution obtained through popular participa- 
tion. If the South African Government removes the 
remaining obstacles to negotiation by the end of April, 
the various parties will get together to begin the process 
of drawing up a new constitution. 


Mr. Mbeki said a decision still needed to be taken as to 
how an organization would be brought together to draw 
up a new constitution for South Africa. The ANC and 
other parties have differing views on the matter. 


Conservative Party Hints at Armed Resistance 


MB2503111291 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1000 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Text] The Conservative Party [CP] has once again 
hinted at the possibility of armed resistance. 


Chief Secretary Andre Beyers says in a statement 
released today. the party has no other choice but to offer 
resistance with, in his words, the necessary means to 
defend living space and freedom. 


He was reacting to a newspaper report that the CP is 
forming its own Volkleer or People’s Army. Beyers 
claims the government allows the ANC [African 
National Congress] to keep a private army, Umkhonto 
We Sizwe [Spear of the Nation, MK—ANC military 
wing]. 


He refuses to be specific about preparations for the 
struggle. He says: It is for us to know and our enemies to 
find out. 


Slovo Sees Right To Take Country by Force 


MB2703072791 Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English 24 Mar 91 p 2 


{Unattributed report: “We Have The Right To Take SA 
By Force, Says Slovo” } 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] and its 
allies have every right to take South Africa by force if it 
does not reach an agreement with the ruling National 
Party [NP] on a new and democratic constitution, SACP 
[South African Communist Party] general secretary Joe 
Slovo has told SAPA. 
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All indications presently point to the NP not being 
prepared to hand over “anything substantial” when it 
comes to the country’s future constitution, added the 
SACP leader and senior ANC member. 


Slovo was interviewed after a Heroes’ Day rally in 
Sharpeville township, outside Vereeniging, was washed 
out by torrential rain in Thursday [21 Mar]. 


“All the indications are that they (NP) are not prepared 
to hand over anything substantial when it comes to the 
actual future democratic constitution. 


‘(Minister of Law and Order Adriaan) Vlok recently 
made the point to his own supporters that if they think 
the National Party is prepared to hand over South 
Africa, they're mistaken. 


“We don’t expect them to hand over South Africa to us, 
but we feel we have every right to take it if we don’t reach 
a settlement,” Slovo said. 


Conference To End Black Violence Called For 


MB2603201291 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The outcry over the latest wave of violence in 
South Africa is continuing. In spite of the agreement in 
January between the ANC [African National Congress] 
leader, Nelson Mandela, and Chief Buthelezi of Inkatha, 
there has been no let up in the bloodshed. Last weekend 
alone at least 35 people died in township clashes. Both 
the ANC and Inkatha have spoken despairingly about 
the situation. 


And now the Reverend Frank Chikane, secretary general 
of the South African Council of Churches, has called for 
a conference, saying that efforts to end the violence have 
failed. On the line, Elizabeth Ohene asked Mr. Chikane 
if that meant he had lost confidence in the political 
leaders: 


[Begin recording] [Chikane] That is not true, because we 
have confidence in the political leadership in the 
country. They are handling the process of resolving the 
problems quite amicably, particularly Mr. Mandela and 
the ANC, who are directly involved in the negotiation 
process. The point is that people have imagined or think 
that this problem of violence is a problem of Inkatha and 
the ANC alone. We are arguing that it is not a problem of 
Inkatha and the ANC alone. The reality is that once 
violence spreads those people who are fighting are no 
more actually members of organizations [as heard], and 
that makes it difficult for the organizations to give orders 
to their members not to be involved in violence because 
people who are involved in the violence are not neces- 
sarily their members. 


[Ohene] So, who do you want to meet? 
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[Chikane] We feel that it is of vital importance firstly to 
meet the leaders of the organizations of people who 
belong to the affected communities, and thereinafter 
invite people from various other concerns in the country, 
leaders at all levels, to come together to set up mecha- 
nisms and strategies of dealing with the violence so that 
we involve the whole community, all South Africans, 
rather than leave it in between two people or two 
organizations. 


{Ohene}] Do you that all these people belong to the 
churches? 


[Chikane] Well, we are working on the basis that, you 
know, the majority of the people in South Africa are 
Christian and, therefore, we believe that. And we have 
had also a relationship with the organization in terms of 
Our witness, critical witness to everybody else in this 
country, and we believe that it is of vital importance that 
in the situation in which we find ourselves where the 
Organizations are pitted against one another, that the 
churches would be better placed to convene such a 
meeting to try to make peace. 


{Ohene] Have you tried to contact all the various orga- 
nizations involved? Have you been in touch with 
Inkatha [words indistinct]? 


[Chikane] We have been working around the clock to do 
exactly that, and we are in contact with the office of the 
chief minister, Dr. Buthelezi, as well as the other orga- 
nizations. [end recording] 


Soviet Official Interviewed on Relations 


MB2403080891 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 22-26 Mar 91 p 10 


[From the “Face the Nation” column: “The Struggle for 
South Africa: A Soviet View": interview with Dr. 
Vyatcheslav “Slava” Tetekin, a “leading member” of the 
Soviet Afro-Asian Slidarity Committee, by unidentified 
correspondent, date and place not given] 


[Text] New Nation [NN]: Can you briefly outline the 
reasons why you are here? 


Tetekin [T]: The Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee is 
well known as the organisation which was spearheading 
public support in the Soviet Union for the national 
liberation movement. That encompassed support not 
only for the ANC [African National Congress] or 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
but the committee also has a very long tradition of 
supporting all national liberation movements. 


South Africa is the last colony on the African conti- 
nent—though of a special type. We are here because we 
are very strong supporters of the African National Con- 
gress. 


NN: What are your impressions of South Africa? 
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T: | am really struck by the complexity of the political 
situation in South Africa. | think the outside world tends 
to see developments in South Africa in simplistic terms. 


On the one side there is the government, on the other 
side there is the ANC. The situation is complicated 
because behind each of the main actors in this scenario 
there are plenty of other actors too. They are all nearly as 
important as the main actors because, without them, you 
cannot settle the situation. 


For instance, take the antiapartheid forces, the PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress] and Azapo [Azanian People’s 
Organization]. 


Also, you never know if Inkatha may ultimately end up 
being on the side of the anti-apartheid forces. We hope 
that this will be the case. 


And from the official opposition side there are also 
problems. There is the Democratic Party, Conservative 
Party, and so on. 


Each one of these structures has its own vertical struc- 
turing, which means, for instance, that what the leader- 
ship in Ulundi is thinking is not necessarily accepted by 
the middle leadership, and does not necessarily reach 
grassroots level. 


So, it is a very difficult situation. This is my main 
observation, which leaves a very strong impression. It is 
also a dynamic situation. Every body is moving, and the 
position is changing practically on a daily basis. 


NN: New conditions now prevail in both South Africa 
and the Soviet Union. How are these conditions going to 
impact on the relationship between the Soviet Union 
and organisations such as the SACP [South African 
Communist Party] and the ANC? 


T: So far as the strategic friendship and strategic alliance 
between the ANC and its allies—the SACP, COSATU 
[Congress of South African Trade Unions] and the 
Soviet Union—are concerned, | think that the situation 
is basically unchanged. 


The ANC can rely upon the continued support of the 
Soviet Union. What may bring confusion in people's 
minds is that, in the course of re-adjusting our vision of 
the outside world, we are looking for alternative ways 
and means of handling situations in the rest of the world. 
In the process some of our moves may appear to be 
unorthodox. 


NN: Should the ANC find it necessary to resume armed 
Struggle, could it still count on material assistance from 
the Soviet Union? 


T: That depends upon the particular situation prevailing 
in South Africa. We sincerely hope that the negotiation 
process will go on and that there will be no need for a 
resumption of the armed struggle in South Africa. In this 
sense we are united with the rest of the outside world, 
and South Africans themselves who are tired of violence. 
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If, in the process of discussion, the state decides to use 
coercion and repression in the same way it did before, 
that would compel the democratic forces in the country 
to go back to the armed struggle. And in such circum- 
stances the democratic forces can rely upon the con- 
tinued support of their traditional friends. 


NN: It has often been said that the type of material 
assistance that has been given to the liberation move- 
ments over a period of time was a way of imposing 
Soviet hegemony, a way of imposing the Soviet model on 
the future of the country. 


What is your response to such claims? 


T: Nothing can be further from the truth than this 
assertion. As a matter of fact we never had any hegemon- 
istic ambitions concerning South Africa or any other 
country. 


Soviet foreign policy was always a way of giving assis- 
tance to people who are fighting for their independence, 
first and foremost. The confirmation of this is in what is 
happening now. The West was always speaking in terms 
of the “total onslaught” of the Soviet Union, simply 
because we were helping the ANC and other freedom 
movements by various means. 


If you look at what the West is doing now you will see 
that they are doing precisely the same thing, short of 
actually supplying weapons to the ANC. So, was our 
position wrong? One of the things we came to realise as 
a result of developments in the Soviet Union ts that you 
simply cannot impose any sort of a social model on any 
country in the world. Developments in any given 
country are based upon the social and economic condi- 
tions existing in that country. 


NN: Can we expect a Soviet Ambassador in South Africa 
soon? 


T: Everything depends upon the progress of develop- 
ments in South Africa. 


NN: There is a general perception in the West, including 
South Africa, that the difficult times in the Soviet Union 
represent a failure of socialism. What is your reply to 
this? 


T: Socialism as a social idea has not failed and it cannot 
fail, because nothing in this world ts static. 


Al some stage feudalism was a more progressive socio- 
economic system than serfdom. Then capitalism took 
over as a more progressive social system over feudalism. 
So it is inevitable that a new, more just, more human 
social economic system will come. You can call it what 
you like, be it communist, socialist, or any other name. 


Given that capitalism as such is not able to provide the 
well being of the entire population of the world, it ts 
inevitable that something will replace it. 


FBIS-AFR-91-059 
27 March 1991 


The Soviet Union was the first country in the world to 
Start constructing this new society. We must recognize 
that the conditions in which the Soviet Union started to 
do that were not the best ones, because, even in view of 
Lenin and Marx, the Russia of that time was least 
prepared for the construction of socialism. 


What is happening is that we are looking for a new way. 
for a new model of socialism. 


NN: It is not worrying to people in the Soviet Union that 
President Gorbachev should have half a million pepole 
demonstrating against him, as occurred recently? 


T: You must look at this process from two angles. First. 
the mere fact that people are in the streets expressing 
their views should be encouraged, because previously we 
were accused of being totalitarian without freedom of 
expression. But now the Western world and the mass 
media are shouting “look at the demonstrations? So 
what? There is open expression of people's thoughts. 


NN: So are you saying that perestroyka is still on course. 
is still on track? 


T: Undoubtedly. But one thing must be made clear. It 
should not be expected that perestroyka is like a political 
settlement in South Africa, which can occur within 
several months. The process will take years in our case, 
due to the enormity of the country. It will probably take 
a decade or more. We must very firmly understand that. 
but reform is firmly on course. The only problem is that 
any transition period involves destruction of the pre- 
vious economic and social patterns. And this makes the 
world think that there is total chaos, anarchy, or what- 
ever, in the Soviet Union. But it is the usual transition 
period. Simialr periods took place before in the history 
of mankind and will continue to do so in the history of 
mankind. 


NN: The enthusiasm in Eastern Europe for Western 
lifestle, is that going to change? 


T: The economic foundation of communism is public 
ownership of the means of production. Socialism is still 
there. Only the political leadership has changed. 


High-Ranking Italian Delegation Arrives 23 Mar 


MB2303 141891 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1300 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] A high-ranking Italian delegation has arrived in 
the country. Minister for Foreign Trade Renato Rug- 
giero will meet the state president and top cabinet officils 
during his three-day official visit. Italian Embassy offi- 
cials say the trip is aimed at strengthening bilateral 
relations between the two countries. 
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Pays Call on De Klerk 


MB2503175291 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Text] President de Klerk of South Africa says he is 
concerned that incidents such as the one at Daveyton at 
the weekend could affect the negotiation process and 
economic investment in South Africa. Fifteen people. 
including a policeman, were killed when the police 
opened fire on African National Congress supporters 
who attacked them. 


Mr. de Klerk made the remark during a courtesy visit by 
the Italian minister of foreign trade. Mr. Renato Ruggi- 
ero. in Cape Town today. Mr. de Klerk gave the assur- 
ance that the government would continue to address the 
underlying causes of violence. which were being misused 
for political ends. 


Mr. Ruggiero, who is on a four-day official visit. said he 
was pleased to be in South Africa at a time when the 
European Community, under the present chairmanship 
of Italy, was lifting economic restrictions. He said it 
remained only for the South African Government to 
abolish the remaining apartheid legislation, which it was 
doing. for South Africa to resume its rightful place in the 
international. and especially Southern African, eco- 
nomic communities. 


Mr. Ruggiero said he was in South Africa to look at ways 
to improve trade and economic investment between 
lialy and South Africa. 


Scandinavia Eases Restrictions on Visitors 


MB2403060891 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OS00 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] The foreign ministers of the Scandinavian coun- 
tries have decided to relax restrictions on visits by South 
Africans but to wait until decisive legislation has been 
passed to abolish apartheid before lifting sanctions. 


The ministers said in a statement after two days of talks 
in Karishamn, Sweden that the decision had been taken 
to encourage dialogue between South Africa and Scan- 
dinavia. 


Zambian Visas Obtainable at Ports of Entry 


MB2603111691 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0900 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] South Africans may now enter Zambia with ease. 
Zambia's chief immigration officer says that South Afri- 
cans may now obtain visas at their port of entry, instead 
of applying to the immigration office as is the case at the 
moment. 


The new rule comes into effect in an effort to boost 
tourism in the country and coincides with moves being 
made by the European Economic Community to help 
boost trade and investment in the area. 
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World Bank Delegation To Investigate Education 


MB2503170891 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 25 Mar 91 


{Text} A three-man delegation of the World Bank has 
arrived in South Africa to investigate education in this 
country. This is the first time in decades that the World 
Bank has sent a team to South Africa. 


The visit is to be followed by two more in the next six 
weeks, when the economy and urbanization will be 
looked into. 


Diplomatic Level To Be Upgraded With Finland 


MB2603 194891 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1845 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The Department of Foreign Affairs has 
announced that Finland and South Africa have agreed to 
upgrade their diplomatic representation to the level of 
ambassador. 


Until the necessary administrative formalities have been 
completed, the respective diplomatic missions will be 
headed by charges d'affaires. 


Largest Banking Group ‘Formally’ Established 


MB2703100791 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0500 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] Amalgamated Banks of South Africa [ABSA] has 
been established formally at special general meetings of 
Allied, United. Volkskas and Sage Group shareholders. 


The formation of ABSA, as it will be known, will be 
effective from October and the financial results for the 
year to the end of March will be consolidated. 


Newly appointed Chief Executive Piet Badenhorst said 
he expected that rationalization within ABSA would 
yield savings of at least R{rands]85 million in the coming 
financial year. 


ABSA is South Africa’s largest banking group with assets 
of more than R50 billion. 


Government To Sign Nuclear Energy Accord 


MB2403075591 Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English 20 Mar 91 p §$ 


[Unattributed report: “Nuclear Agreement Reached” ] 


{Teat}) The government has agreed to conclude a com- 
prehensive safeguards agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency for South Africa’s nuclear facili- 
tees. the Monester of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said 
yesterday 


The decision to reach an agreement had been taken “as 
a demonstration of the government's commitment to 
adherence to non-proliferation responsibilities and 
objectives”. 
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Mr Botha was asked in Parliament by Democratic Party 
foreign affairs spokesman Mr Colin Eglin whether the 
government had taken a decision to sign the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 


He replied that the government stated publicly in Sep- 
tember last year thal it was prepared to accede to the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty “in the context of an cqual 
commitment by other states in the Southern African 
region”. 


“The South African government together with a number 
of other governments of Southern Africa supports the 
idea of a nuclear weapons-free zone in the Southern 
African region.” he said. 


“The government would also like to see this concept 
extended to the entire continent of Africa as a nuclear 
weapons-free zone. 


“In this regard it has noted with interest the support for 
this idea by a number of African states at the Fourth 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in 
Geneva during August-September last year.” 


Prohibition on Public Gatherings To Be Lifted 


M1B2203124791 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The minister of justice. Mr. Kobie Coetsee, says 
he will not recommend the renewal of the existing 
prohibition of public gatherings under the Internal Secu- 
rity Act when it expires at the end of this month. The 
measure was introduced during the unrest in 1976. 


Speaking during the debate on the own affairs budget in 
the House of Assembly. he said it would still be necessary 
to obtain permission from local magistrates for the 
holding of protest marches. Such a magistrate would be 
empowered to prohibit it if it appeared that the protest 
was aimed at challenging or undermining the law. 


Mr. Coetsee said the prohibition was being lifted to 
enable the leader of the Conservative Party. Dr. Andries 
Treurnicht, to protest against government policy to his 
heart's content. He urged Dr. Treurnicht not to challenge 
the laws of the land. 


Mr. Coetsee warned that civil disobedience was a step in 
the direction of revolution. 


Sebokeng Inquiry Commission Releases Findings 


MB2203125191 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The findings of the Stafford judicial commission 
of inquiry into the deaths of 42 people at the Sebokeng 
hostel near Vereeniging on 4 September last year were 
released today. 


FBIS-AFR-91-059 
27 March 1991 


Mr. Justice Stafford found that Group 17 of the South 
African Army at Vereeniging was responsible for the 
deaths of three people. He said one of the three had been 
murdered. 


The judge said that there had been wide public interest in 
the inquiry, and that he could now disclose that the army 
had not shot and killed |! people. as rumored in news- 


paper reports. 


Mr. Justice Stafford emphasized that the leader of 
Inkatha youth in the southern Transvaal [Province]. Mr. 
Themba Khoza, had not been involved in any murder. 
and that at the time he had been at home in Soweto. 


He found that a sinister white third force. which had 
been referred to in many of the statements, did not exist. 


He added that he could not find any evidence that any of 
the 137 Inkatha members arrested at the hostel had been 
involved in, or been responsible for. the death of the 38. 


Defense Force ‘Notes’ Findings 


MB2203180091 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The Defense Force says it has taken note of the 
findings of the Stafford commission of inquiry into the 
deaths of 42 people at the Sebokeng hostel near 
Vereeniging on 4 September last year. 


A Defense Force spokesman said that in terms of the 
Judicial Inquest Act, the matter had to be referred to the 
attorney general for a decision on whether to prosecute. 
He said the matter » as now sub judice, and that he could 
not make any more comments. 


The Defense Forve was reacting to the findings by Mr. 
Justice Stafford that Group 17 of the South African 
Army at Vereeniging was responsible for the deaths of 
four people. The judge said that there had been wide 
public interest in the inquiry. and that he could now 
disclose that the army had not shot and killed |! people 
as reported in newspapers. 


ANC Says Malan To Blame 


MB2303091791 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0600 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] says 
Defense Minister Magnus Malan has to accept full 
responsibility for the conduct of the soldiers responsible 
for the death of four people at Sebokeng near 
Vereeniging in September last year. 


The ANC was reacting to the findings of Mr. Justice 
Stafford in the judicial inquiry into the death on 4 
September of 42 people at a hostel at the town. 


The organization said that the responsibility for the 
deaths lay not only with the individual soldiers but 
primarily with the leaders of the South African Defense 
Force [SADF]. 
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The ANC said that the finding that the Defense Force 
inquiry into the incident had been aimed primarily al 
clearing the SADF of blame showed that the Defense 
Force could not investigate its own affairs. 


Civil rights lawyers say the finding of the inquest was an 
indictment against the judiciary and the police. 


9 Policemen Face Murder Charges 


\1B 2403141491 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 24 Mar 91 p 1 


{Report by Sefako Nyaka: “9 Policemen To Be Tried for 
Murder” } 


[Text] Nine policemen are to be charged with murder 
following the findings of the Goldstone Commission of 
Inquiry into the March 26, 1990, Sebokeng shootings. 


Transvaal Attorney-General Don Brunette has 
instructed police in Vereeniging to press perjury charges 
against security policeman Warrant Officer Kalman Csa- 
jaghy, who claimed the crowd had stoned and stormed 
the police. 


In an initial statement Warrant Officer Csajaghy had 
made no mention of stones being thrown. He also did 
not mention seeing a group of demonstrators storming 
the police. Mr Brunette said the case against the nine 
would test the legal foundations of the findings. 


More prosecutions could follow if the state succesfully 
prosecuted the nine against whom charges were being 
brought. 


There were issues not fully dealt with by the commission. 
like exactly who had shot whom. There was also an 
argument that march organisers be charged because they 
had broken the law. 


“We have decided to charge nine policemen who were in 
the line and we are investigating a few more facts on 
what happened before the shooting.” Mr Brunette said. 
He said no date had been set. 


Eleven protest marchers were killed when police opened 
fire on them. Mr Justice Goldstone found in his inquiry 
that the killings were unjustifiable. He criticised the 
police and protesters, painting a picture of a chain 
reaction of misunderstandings and confusion between 
the two groups. He also spoke of lack of discipline and 
coordination by police officers. 


His harshest words were for the police he said the force 
used by the police was “quite immodest and dispropor- 
tinate to any lawful object sought to be attained”. 


The commission found that of the 281 people shot, 127 
were shot from behind. He also recommended that the 
continued used of special constables in unrest situations 
be reevaluated. 


Eighteen of the 30 policemen who opened fire on the 
group were special constables. 
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A police spokesman confirmed that the 10 policemen. 
including Warrant Officer Csajaghy. had not been sus- 
pended. 


Increased Aid to Self-Governing States Noted 


MB2203065291 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 2? Mar 91 


[Text] The minister of agriculture and development aid. 
Mr. Jaco de Villiers, says that despite the tight budget 
announced by the minister of finance. financial assis- 
tance to the self-governing territories had increased by 
20 percent, compared with last year. 


He said that from just over 5.000 million rands allocated 
last year, the allocation this year had risen to just over 
6,100 million rands. 


Mr. De Villiers said that, although he could understand 
the dissatisfaction of these governments, there was very 
little room to give more. 


The main budget contained an additional 100 million 
rands plus additional money for pensions and financial 
packages to further assist the needy in the face of the 
introduction of value added tax. 


Earlier the finance ministers of the self-governing terri- 
tories expressed discontent with their budget allocations 
which, they said, fell far short of their requirements. 


Almost 95 percent of the more than |.074 million rands 
increase in the estimate of expenditure for foreign affairs 
in the 1991-92 budget is earmarked for development aid 
to developing countries. 


According to an explanatory memorandum of the 
department's budget vote, the remainder is for activities 
within the ambit of foreign affairs. 


The department of justice has asked for 527 million 
rands for the next financial year. which represents a 62 
million rands increase on last year’s budget. 


At the same time the department of mineral and energy 
affairs showed a decrease of more than 66 million. 
bringing its budget for 1991-92 to 1.067 million rands. 
The decrease was ascribed to reductions in services and 
strict control of spending. 


‘Assured’ of Seat at Negotiations 


MB2203125491 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
m English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The minister of constitutional development, Dr. 
Gerrit Viljoen, says leaders of self-governing territories 
are assured of a seat at the table for negotiations on the 
future of South Africa. 


Speaking at the opening of the Gazankulu Legislative 
Assembly at Giyani, Dr. Viljoen said that all leaders in 
the country had to use their influence to stop violence 
and intimidation. 
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He said leaders of the self-governing territories had a 
responsiblity to support the government in creating a 
new South Africa. 


Dr. Viljoen said that, as democratically elected leaders. 
they had a role to play in negotiations. 


Further Reportage on Winnie Mandela Trial 


Minister Denies Charges’ Withdrawal 


MB2203180691 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 22? Mar 91 


[Text] The minister of justice and of correctional ser- 
vices, Mr. Kobie Coetsee, has denied allegations that he 
had tried to have charges withdrawn against Mrs. 
Winnie Mandela. 


During the debate on the Own Affairs budget in the 
assembiy this morning, Mr. Fanie Jacobs of the Conser- 
vative Party. said he had information that Mr. Coetsee 
had spoken out about withdrawing the charges to the 
attorney general of the Witwatersrand. Mr. Klaus von 
Lieres und Wilkau. He said that the attorney general had 
said that he would resign if he was forced to do so. 


Mr. Coetsee said this was not true. 


Witness Says Police Forced Statement 


M{B2503150091 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT 28 Mar 91 


[Text] The Rand Supreme Court today heard evidence 
that one of Winnie Mandela's coaccused was forced by 
police to incriminate her. John Morgan, accused with 
Mrs. Mandela and two others of kidnapping and 
assaulting four Soweto youth, says he was assaulted by 
police while being questioned about the incident. 


Morgan’s lawyer Henry Kruger says his client was 
bribed. threatened. and finally given electric shock treat- 
ment before he signed a statement accusing Mrs. Man- 
dela of complicity in the incident. Officers from the 
Soweto murder and robbery squad have already told the 
court Morgan was a willing informant. 


Witness Contradicts Testimony 


\M{B2603 144491 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1100 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Winnie Mandela's driver, John Morgan. has been 
accused of contradicting his testimony to the Rand 
Supreme Court. 


In State Prosecutor Jan Swanepoel’s cross-examination. 
Morgan said he was questioned by police for about 20 
minutes several weeks before being arrested during 
investigations into the murder of child activist Stompie 
Seipei. Swanepoel suggested to Morgan that this was 
inconsistent with his evidence in chief on Monday [25 
March] when he said he had been arrested and detained 
for several days. 
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Census Extended Due To ‘Political Interference’ 


MB2603 195691 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1845 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The period of this year’s census has had to be 
extended because certain political organizations, partic- 
ularly the ANC [African National Congress]. have 
refused to cooperate in some areas. 


The head of the Central Statistical Service. Dr. Treur- 
nicht du Toit, said the worst-affected areas were the 
eastern Cape [Province], the western Cape, and Natal. 


He said he did not know at what level the political 
interference was taking place. although he mentioned the 
involvement of street committees. 


Dr. du Toit said a decision would be taken at the end of 
next month whether to charge people who had refused to 
participate. However, he said the difficulties experi- 
enced would not have a significant effect on the results of 
the census. 


27 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB2703100791 


{Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


Residential Environment Bill Racist—Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 27 March in a page 16 editorial says 
the Residential Environment Bill is “patently aimed at 
reassuring nervous white suburbanites that when their 
areas are open to all the standard of living will not be 
affected by somebody panel-beating minibus taxis next 
door or opening a shebeen across the street.” This pro- 
posed legislation is “a racist thing.” “Its intent has all the 
subtlety one would expect from a backwoods bownshirt.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Unemployment Could Frustrate Any Future Political 
Model—*Massive unemployment, leading to uncontrol- 
lable crime and social instability, could make almost any 
political model a failure befoe it starts,” warns a page 16 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 
27 March. Although job-creation schemes will help. they 
are “only a palliative; the only cure is long-term economic 
growth.” But “the situation is deteriorating daily when the 
economy hardly grows at all. If politicians want their 
constitutional models to have a chance, they should look 
first to the economy. It is the only salvation.” 
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SOWETAN 


Buthelezi “Pessimistic” About Peace—Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi “sounded a sombre note this week when he 
said the chances of peace between his followers and those 
of the ANC appeared to be growing slimmer.” declares a 
page |0 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 27 March. “Buthelezi would do his own party and the 
country a far greater favour if, rather than make pessi- 
mistic sounds about peace, he sought out ways to bring 
the armed rivalry between his organisation and the ANC 
to an end.” 


RAPPORT 


Monetary Measures Not Generating Prosperity— 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 24 March in its 
page 32 editorial refers to the new budget announced by 
Finance Minister Barend du Plessis, saying “this year is 
certainly going to be one the most difficult in the South 
African economy for RAPPORT readers.” “The man in 
the street feels he is the goose that must lay the golden eggs. 
but instead of getting a respite as promised in the past, his 
feathers are also being plucked. He suspects the money 
spent on abolishing differences and poverty, is not gener- 
aling prosperity. but instead is falling into a bottomless pit 
and feeding the inflation spiral—or is consumed by the 
flames of black politics. Increasingly more experts are 
questioning whether the present drastic monetary mea- 
sures can push inflation to under 10 percent. and wonder 
whether it is not time for imaginative steps to be taken to 
activate the prosperity machine.” 


DIE BURGER 


Scepticism Over ANC’s Reaction to Budget—The ANC 
has “not formed an own economic policy about which 
there is agreement in its own ranks.” notes Cape Town 
DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 22 March in a page 14 
editorial. “The different views have ranged from uncondi- 
tional nationalization to the need for investment, private 
enterprise, growth, and job creation. Therefore, the ANC’s 
strong criticism of the budget and its comments about it 
can rightly be viewed with some scepticism.” 


BEELD 


Treurnicht’s Statements May Incite Violence—*Dr. 
Andries Treurnicht is playing with fire.” warns a page 8 
editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 25 
March. “While well-meaning South Africans are trying 
to control violence. he is making statements that can be 
interpreted by certain people as approval for settling 
differences violently.” Treurnicht’s statment that “it is 
not a crime to resist if one’s rights and freedom are 
affected.” can lead to all sorts of abuse. “An ANC 
terrorist can also decide his rights and freedom are 
curbed. and according to Treurnicht’s prescription, 
react. It will not help Treurnicht to say later that he did 
not mean what he said. Instead he should stop his 
dangerous word games.” 
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Angola 


President Says Cease-Fire Starts ‘End of April” 


MB2603192091 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The Angolan Government and UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] will sign a 
cease-fire at the end of April. This was disclosed by 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos when be 
briefed the meeting of People’s Assembly deputies in 
Luanda this afiernoon. The Angolan president added 
that the sixth round of Angolan peace talks is scheduled 
to begin on 6 April. 


[Begin dos Santos recording] In principle, the sixth 
round of talks should begin on 6 April. However, 
according to the timetable and a plan that has been 
submitted, the cease-fire is expected to begin by the end 
of April. There will be a minimum of 15 days between 
the time the cease-fire is signed and its coming into force. 
[end recording] 


More on Expected Cease-Fire 


LD2603203991 Lishon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2000 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The sixth round of the Angolan peace talks ts 
expected to start in Portugal on 6 April with a view to the 
signing of a cease-fire agreement by the end of the 
month. This was revealed today by Angolan President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos. He added that Luanda pro- 
poses a period of 15 days between the signing of the 
agreement and the impementation of the cease- 
fire—long enough for the Angolan Supreme Court to 
prepare a system for the registration and recognition of 
political parties. 


Jose Eduardo dos Santos reiterated that National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] will be 
legally authorized to carry out its political activities after 
a cease-fire is signed and the process toward the creation 
of a single national army is under way. 


People’s Assembly Approves Political Parties Law 


MB2603193891 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The People’s Assembly has just approved the Law 
on Political Parties. This represents a major step toward 
a multiparty system in Angola. The law will come into 
effect once it is published in the REPUBLIC GAZETTE. 


The draft Law on Political Parties submitted to the 
People’s Assembly stated that the law would only come 
into effect 30 days after its publication in the 
REPUBLIC GAZETTE. Various deputies called for far- 
reaching changes to the draft law. 


Accordingly, the leaders of parties to be legally estab- 
lished in the country should be original [black] Angolans. 
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The law states that those who have acquired Angolan 
nationality can only lead a party 10 years after they 
became citizens. 


The law says that the state can allocate funds to political 
parties in accordance with the number of seats they hold 
in parliament. A party must have a minimum of 3,000 
members and 150 supporters each in 14 provinces. The 
leaders of political parties should have lived in Angola 
for at least six months, but this clause 1s only applicable 
12 months after the law comes into effect. 


The law adds that magistrates cannot take part in poli- 
tics. A number of deputies opposed the idea advanced by 
some of their colleagues whereby members of diplomatic 
missions could not take part in politics. The law states 
that all political parties should be based in Luanda. 


The People’s Assembly ts still debating the Constitution. 


Pact With UK on Language Training Ratified 


MB2403151291 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] In Luanda yesterday, our country and Great 
Britain fulfilled a cooperation accord signed four years 
ago between Elisio de Figueiredo, former Angolan 
ambassador to the UK, and State Secretary for Cooper- 
ation Lynda Chalker [title as heard]. 


The accord, which provides for the teaching of English to 
Angolan teachers, was only ratified yesterday due to a 
number of problems. It should be noted that the training 
of teachers has already begun in Luanda and Huila 
provinces. 


During a brief meeting with the press. UK Ambassador 
to Angola John Flynn said that the teaching of English 1s 
important because the language permits to learn about 
the latest technological and scientific developments in 
the world. 


Gabonese Official Delivers Message to Dos Santos 


MB2303082991 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] (Joseph Nyama), adviser to Gabonese President 
Omar Bongo on African and international affairs, yes- 
terday delivered a message from the Gabonese head of 
state to President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 


lt is believed that the message focuses on the Angolan 
peace process. The Gabonese envoy has been in Angola 
for the last two days and is expected to leave Luanda 
today for home. 
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MPLA Preparing ‘Huge’ Huila Military Offensive 


A1B 2403150891 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] According to well placed sources in Mocamedes. 


the MPLA-PT [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 


Angola-Labor Party] government is organizing a huge 
military offensive against UNITA’s [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] armed forces in Huila 
Province. The sources disclosed that at least three 
MPLA-PT navy ships carrying tanks. army trucks. and 
other unspecified war materiel. recently docked at 
Namibe city. The war materiel is being carried by train 
to Lubango., from where it will be distributed to combat 
units. 


It should be noted that FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola] have been carrying oul a 
military offensive against UNITA controlled areas in 
Huila Province for several weeks now. 


Mauritius 


*MISM/MMM Congress ‘Reflection’ of Unity 


9] 4F 08144 Port Louis 5-PLUS in French 
22 Feb Yi ps 


[Editorial by Finlay Salesse: “A Good Beginning” | 


{Text} The first congress of the MSM/MMM [Mauritius 
Socialist Movement/Mauritian Militant Movement] will 
at least have proved one essential thing: there 1s a process 
of osmosis going on between the rank and file of the two 
political parties. After all, did we need to have evidence 
of this? Since the successive failures of the MMM. its 
members, tired heroes of the election wars, condemned 


to denouncing the government from within the ranks of 


the opposition, wanted to establish this alliance. what- 


ever it cost, to place at least one foot in the stirrups of 


power. They wanted to join the man who was their 
unfortunate president, converted by the force of circum- 
stances into the leader of the MSM gang before subse- 


quently acquiring the status of a chief of state worthy of 


the name. This was certainly a “minimum effort.” but i 
was strongly encouraged by several members of the 
Political Bureau of the MMM to eliminate the certainty 
of electoral defeat, because since 1983 Prime Minister 
Sir Anerood Jugnauth has found the formula for elec- 
toral victories. That was a decisive clement, particularly 
since the II June 1990 by-election in the electoral 
district of La Caverne/Phoenix. 


On 17 February in Reduit, and this was clear in advance, 
it was necessary to obtain the benediction of the majority 
of the two parties, taken together. Hence the frequent 
allusions at the meeting to Pillay and Mannick, the two 
conciliatory “militants” who, since July 1990, had become 
unavoidably included in a scenario that could have had a 
quite unexpected outcome. Observers gave a poor recep- 
tion to a half-forgotten history of the alliance of the two 
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parties, which did tts best not to mention the divisions that 
have shaken the militant movement. formerly torn 
between an alliance with the Mauritian Labor Party and 
the MSM. In fact, on 17 February the task of the MMM 
speakers was more difficult in a different way. They had to 
appear to be modest in order to support members of the 
MSM in their strongly held view that their leader was not 
“full of hot air” and so forth while at the same time giving 
the impression to their own members that they were not 
going to be confined to insignificant roles as junior mem- 
bers of the MSM/MMM alliance. 


This was a delicate job. In effect. no less than two MMM 
speakers considered it necessary to state that Anerood 
Jugnauth would remain the uncontested leader of this 
alliance and that he would continue to be the leader in 
any case after the elections of August 1991. In that way 
the MMM _ was officially identified as the “smaller 
party.” which in fact meant that it would have candi- 
dates in nine electoral districts. The MSM would have 
the rest of the electoral districts. This statement had the 
objective of clarifying any uncertainty. Once the MSM/ 
MMM athance received the blessing of the two parties, 11 
was necessary to give the new coalition some substance. 
With the exception of one speaker at the meeting at 
Reduit all of the others did their best to set out the main 
lines of the future program of government of the alliance. 


In this Connection it 1s reassuring to note that a high tone 
was maintained in all of the speeches. They never 
stooped to personal attacks against the opposition, even 
though the image of the “salted fish” used by the prime 
minister poorly concealed all of the feelings that he has 
toward it. There was a great deal of discussion of 
national unity. because the MSM/MMM alhance con- 
siders that the cooperation of the two parties under the 
same electoral banner covers a broad field of aspirations 
of the different, ethnic components of Mauritian society. 
In that way it symbolizes a kind of unity regained after 
several years of following a policy of exclusion. A specific 
Slalement was made in this regard by the prime minister. 
He said that this alliance 1s not a threat to any section of 
the population. 


As was only to be expected, we had the right to have a 
few sentimental views about the reconciliation of the 
brothers in arms of yesterday, separated by seven years 
of wandering about without knowing. for all of that, who 
was responsible for this situation. Certainly, this was no 
time for confessions and still less for psychological 
drama. Above all it is necessary to stimulate the rank and 
file of the alliance in the contest of the forthcoming 
elections, to weld it together through a common effort to 
make Mauritius a better place, and finally to sensitize the 
coalition to the fact that a credible alternative to the 
government still does not exist. Let us see to what extent 
the opposition presents itself in a widely dispersed order. 
These three objectives have been broadly achieved and 
already provide some indications of the tone of the 
forthcoming election campaign. 
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It is clear, and Sir Gaetan Duval. the leader of the PMSD 
{Mauritian Social Democratic Party], has recognized this 
fact on several occasions, that the MSM/MMM alliance 
has gained considerable ground on the opposition. In 
fact is has already been functioning since the entry of 
ministers from the Mauritian left into the government. 
The alliance made its first public. political appearance 
on |7 February with some success, having reestablished 
unity between the supporters of its respective elements. 
Finally, it has subst.yntial logistic and other resources to 
cover the ground and keep its supporters involved in the 
campaign. That means that this machine, which has just 
begun to function, will be pitiless when it reaches 
cruising speed. In short, this is a real electoral war horse. 


On the other hand it ts also clear that forthcoming 
MSM/MMM meetings will be the object of considerable 
curiosity like the one which has been announced for | 
March at Riviere-des-Anguilles. The opposition has 
every interest in preparing once and for all a common 
platform and of getting into line if it does not want to 
spoil its good beginning. 


Mozambique 


Armed Forces Prohibit Unapproved Depoliticization 


MB2603130691 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] The Mozambique Armed Forces Political Com- 
missariat has sent a clarification notice to our newsdesk 
pointing out that no military unit has been authorized to 
dismantle party structures before the approval of a law to 
this effect. The clarification notice has been issued 
following the abolition of party structures in some mili- 
tary units due to a poor interpretation of recommenda- 
tions from the national meeting of the National Defense 
Ministry. 


It will be recalled that the meeting recommended the 
depoliticization of the Mozambique Armed Forces and 
called for the drafting of a specific law that will define 
the behavior of the armed forces with regard to party 
issues. 


The Mozambique Armed Forces Political Commissariat 
pointed out that a directive will be issued immediately 
after the approval of the law. This directive will guide the 
whole process of the depoliticization of the Armed Forces 
and define the form of militancy of the Frelimo [Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front] Party members in the Army. 


ICRC Official Notes Cooperation With Renamo 


NIB 2403073191 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] A national seminar for Mozambique Red Cross 
research officers ended in Maputo on 22 March. The 
five-day meeting was assisted by experts from the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC] and was 
attended by all provincial research officers. 


FBIS-AFR-91-059 
27 March 1991 


Elias Simao, who heads the central research agency, 
spoke to our correspondent and said: 


[Begin Simao recording] We have established a central 
research agency which traces war-displaced persons and 
exchanges information between refugees in neighboring 
countries and their relatives at home. So, the meeting 
was designed to improve our methods of operation. 


Mozambique has adhered to the Geneva Conventions. 
and in view of the internal conflict in our country, we 
have been forced to provide assistance to those afflicted 
by the war. We know that Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] harbors a large number of people 
who are being sought by relatives in the free areas. So. 
with the ICRC’s assistance, we have tried to establish 
contacts with people on the two sides of the conflict. 


We have reached an agreement on this rssue and are now 
operating in the Canxixe, Maringue. and other districts 
of Sofala Province. We travel to Renamo bases to check 
the state of health of people under Renamo’s control. We 
also try to contact people whose relatives in the free areas 
have asked us to trace them. We have had successes. [end 
recording] 


Elias Simao added that 140 families were reunited in 
1990 and that more than 3,000 messages were exchanged 
between war victims and people at Renamo bases. 


Minister Visits Malawi for Refugee Meeting 


A1B 2603064491 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese OSOO0 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Interior Minister Colonel Manuel Antonio has 
been in Malawi since last Sunday [24 March] to attend 
the Fifth Tripartite Commission Meeting for the Volun- 
tary Repatriation of Mozambican Refugees. The 
meeting will examine the progress made in repatriating 
Mozambican refugees since the commission's last 
meeting in Tete city last year. A delegation from the 
United Nations High Commission 1s also in Malawi to 
attend the meeting. 


Debt to Portugal Expected To Be Rescheduled 


MIB2503081391 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese OS00 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Text] Mozambique’s debt to Portugal valued at $90 
million is expected to be rescheduled. Bank of Mozam- 
bique Governor Eneas Comiche will sign in Lisbon two 
agreements connected with the second rescheduling of 
Mozambique’s debt to Portugal. Eneas Comiche left 
Maputo last Saturday [23 March] for visits to Italy and 
Portugal. In the Italian capital, Eneas Comiche has been 
attending since yesterday a seminar on east-west coop- 
eration prospects for the development of the south 
region. 
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Economic Delegation Visits Madeira, Holds Talks 


MB2603091091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese OSO0 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] A Mozambican economic commission 1s visiting 
Madeira to acquaint itself with its reality in different 
economic fields. Foreign Investment Promotion 
Director Augusto Sumburane who 1s leading the delega- 
tion said the visit 1s within the framework of the coun- 
iry’s new economic strategy. He also pointed out that the 
Mozambican Government would like to familiarize 
itself with different legislations and services. inasmuch 
as the ongoing economic rehabilitation program in 
Mozambique 1s aimed al creating conditions to altract 
foreign investments. The Mozambican economic com- 
mission was received by the vice president of the 
regional government of Madeira yesterday. 


Zimbabwean Transport Delegation Arrives 26 Mar 


MB2603091491 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese O800 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] A Zimbabwean delegation led by Transport Min- 
ister Dennis Norman arrived in Maputo this morning for 
talks with officials from the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications. A source from the delegation said the 
meeting will examine cooperation in the field of rail- 
roads and ports. taking into account that Zimbabwe 
carries Out most of its foreign trade through Mozamb- 
ican ports. The Zimbabwean delegation 1s expected to 
return to its Country today. 


11,600 People Facing Food Shortage in Moamba 


MB2403151891 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese O8S00 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] More than 11,600 people are facing serious food 
shortage in Sabie, administrative post of Moamba District 
in Maputo Province. The DOMINGO weekly newspaper 
has revealed that this situation is a result of drought and 
war which forced the peasants to abandon their homes to 
settle in the capital of the administrative post. 


The DPCCN [Department for the Prevention and 
Struggle Against Natural Disasters] has been sending 
foodstuffs and production tools to the affected citizens. 
but the quantities are not enough to satisfy their needs. 


Namibia 


‘White Paper’ on 1990 Achievements Issued 


\MB2303160691 Windhoek WINDHOEK OBSERVER 
in English 16 Mar YI pp 2.01, 2.03 


{Unattributed report: “A Fair Indication:”} 


[Text] The Prime Minister's White Paper which was 
issued this week 1s a report to the nation on the Govern- 
ment’s accomplishments, goals and objectives set out in 
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the first year of independence. This list gives us a fair 
indication of what the government has done with our 
money. 


Each ministry has been entirely restructured and there 
are many projects in the planning or implementation 
Stage. The following list only covers those items which 
have been completed or important ones sull in progress. 
In evaluating the following list 11 must be remebered that 
the ministries and departments also carried Out the 
normal day to day functions of a government and that 
much of their work has been in planning and researching 
projects that will only reach the implementation stage 
some time later this year or in 1992. 


Office of the Prime Minister 


In order to assess the prevailing conditions in Namubia 
the Prime Minister has traveled 15,000 kilometres by 
road and 2.000 by air meeting with community leaders 
from all walks of life and various business and labour 
leaders. 


The Central Personnel Institute has been abolished and 
replaced by the Public Service Management Directorate 
and a Secretariat. 


Since independence. the Office of the Prime Minister has 
introduced four bills. the Public Service Commussion 
Act. Assignment of Powers Act. Presidential Emolu- 
ments and Pension Act and the Public Service Amend- 
ment Act. 


Home Affairs 


Established a new Immigration Selection Board. 
Implementation of affirmative action. 

Agreement with Angola to establish a Joint Commission 
on security of the common border. 

Protocol of understanding with Botswana on defence 
and security. 

25 members of the Department of Civil Affairs com- 
pleted an Immigration Officers course in Zimbabwe. 
Established a Police Training College. 

627 Members of the Nampol [Namibian Police] have 
completed eight training courses. 

The Ministry has introduced three bills. the Namibian 
Citizenship Act. Namibian Police Act and the Public 
Holidays Act. 

Computerization of the Namibian population register 1s in 
progress. (And contended with hordes of passport. visa. 
work permit and permanent resident permit seekers). 


Justice 


Established the Supreme Court of Namibia. 

Introduced nine bills. the Ombudsman Act. the Magis- 
trates’ Courts Amendment Act. the Stock theft Act. the 
Supreme Court Act. the High Court Act. the Legal 


22 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Practitioners’ Fidelity Fund Act, the Judges’ Remuner- 
ation Act, the Legal Aid and the Judges Pension Act. 


Foreign Affairs 


The State has agreed to the membership of, or estab- 
lished contact with, the Commonwealth, NAM, OAU, 
UN, SADCC, SACUA, IMF, World Bank, GATT, WHO 
ILO and the UNDP. 

Opened eleven diplomatic missions. 

Secured most favoured nation status with the American 
Government alowing more than 1,000 Namibian prod- 
ucts to enter the US duty freed. 

Concluded Lome accession agreement with EEC-ACP 
[African, Caribbean, and Pacific], opening new markets 
for Namibian products. 


Defence 


Recruited and retrained some 7,500 ex-combatants 
establishing five infantry battalions, a logistic battalion, 
a recce [reconnaissance] company, a task force. a com- 
posite depot and a training establishment. 

Established a Ministry of Defence and an Army Head- 
quarters. 


Labour and Manpower Development 


Completed a Draft Labour Code. 

Established four labour relations offices in Gobabis, 
Rundu, Katima Mulilo and Oshakati. 

Handled 1,200 complaints under the Conditions of 
Employement Act. 

Resolved 18 labour disputes. 


Mines and Energy 


Installation of a geophysical interpretation computer for 
map making and training of operators. 

Introduced the Petroleum Projects and Energy Act. 
Began construction of electric supply lines for health, 
educational and industrial centers in Owambo. 

Katima Mulilo was connected to the Zambian power 
grid. 


Information and Broadcasting 


Restructuring of NBC [Namibian Broadcasting Coorpo- 
ration]. 

A Namibian Press Agency (NAMPA) has been estab- 
lished with news exchange agreements with REUTERS, 
DPA of Germany, IPS of Italy, APF of France, 
XINHUA of China, TASS of Russia, PANA, NAN of 
Nigeria, ZIANA of Zimbabwe and AP of the USA. 


Education and Culture 


A total restructuring of the entire educational system in 
Namibia has been initiated. 
Reorganisation of the Museum has been initiated. 
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Works, Transport and Communication 


Many new road projects are now al various stages of 
research. 

Installing a standard A satelite ground station to upgrade 
Namibia’s international communications links. 

Direct mail to Botswana and Zambia. 

Installation of an automatic exchange at Oshakati and 
Ondangwa. 

Telephone networks in Khomasdal and Wanaheda have 
been expanded. 

TransNamib has expanded operations into Angola, 
Zambia and Botswana. 


Local Government and Housing 


It is planned to proclaim 10 towns in communal land 
areas, Katima Mulilo, Ondangwa, Oshakati, Opuwa., 
Khorixas, Okakarara, Rehoboth. Arandis, Ongwediva 
and Rundu. 

Renovated 103 houses in Opuwa, building 36 low-cost 
houses and a community hall in Rehoboth. 

Initiated and supported Women’s Brickmaking Cooper- 
alive at Okuryangave. 

Resettlement of squatters by providing serviced plots. 


Trade and Industry 


Supported participation at trade fairs and exhibitions in 
Botswana and Mauritius. 

Through the Lome IV arranged a 60.000 [metric] ton 
beef quota over the next five years to European coun- 
tries. 

Organized a Private Sector Investment Conference. 
Introduced the Foreign Investment Act. 


Health and Social Services 


Currently involved in completing 32 capital projects. 
The Ministry’s efforts have resulted in various interna- 
tional organisations making funds available for recon- 
struction and upgrading of the Engela Hospital and its 
associated clinics, upgrading the Otjiwarongo Hospital. 
strengthening the district based health care. facilities and 
services in Owambo. 

Building of 21 clinics in rural areas. 


Wildlife, Conservation and Tourism 


Conducted a rescue mission of the tourist industry. 
Participated in tourism shows in Berlin, Durban. 
London and Amsterdam. 

Opened a tourism promotion in Frankfurt. 


Finance 
Established the Bank of Namibia. 
Presented two budget bills. 


Lands, Resettlement and Rehabilitation 


Western Caprivi Resettlement Project provided 350 
plots to some 100 families. 
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Mangetti Dune Resettlement Project provided 325 plots 
and settled 1,500 people. 


Agriculture, Water and Rural Development 


A total of 62 research projects are in progress at 12 
Stations covering subjects such as animal genetics. 
feeding. breeding and management. 

Provision of drought aid to selected areas. 

Surveying of the Oyihaenene valley catchment area. 
Various agriculture support programs to communal 
areas. 

Ongongo Irrigation Project in Kaoko region that will 
resettle 16 farmers. 

Linyanti Project in Eastern Caprivi to resettle seven 
farmers. 

Establishment of the rice project at Kabbe and Sangwalhi 
where 30 people will be resettled in the next two years. 
Survey of 384 plots to resettle 700 people at Begani. 
Drilled 10 boreholes in the Nama region. 

Nineteen capital water scheme projects have been com- 
pleted or initiated. 


Fisheries and Marine Resources 


Intre‘uced the Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic 
Zone of Namibia Act. 

Approved pilchard, hake, horse mackerel and crab 
quotas for 1991. 

Signed agreements for foreign assistance in research and 
surveillance with Iceland and Norway. 

Five Spanish vessles were detained for illegal fishing. 


Youth and Sports 


Member of the Supreme Council of Sports in Africa's 
zone 6. 
Namubia’s Olympic Committee formed. 


National Planning Commission 


Engaged in the preparation of a National Planning Act 
and a Transitional National Development Plan. 

Work on the national population census, scheduled for 5 
September 1991 is progressing well. 

23 agreements and agreed minutes have been signed in 
respect of development aid. 


Reaction ‘Varied’ 


MB2303163491 Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBLA 
in English 18 Mar 91 pp 1, 2 


[Unattributed Report: “White Paper: Varied Reaction 
on It] 


[Text] The Prime Minister's White Paper continued to 
draw varied reactions and views in the National 
Assembly last week. 


On Housing 


There was no provision at all for housing in the first year 
of independence, Mr Daniel Luiperdt DTA [Democratic 
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Turnhalle Alliance] said. He dismissed as “not worth 
mentioning” the renovation of 103 houses in Opuwo. the 
building of 36 low-cost houses and a community hall in 
Rehoboth, listed as achievements in the White Paper. 


“The resettlement of squatters in tents 1s definitely not 
housing.” he said. 


Mr Luiperdt charged that a situation where the Minister 
of Housing encourages the tenants and residents not to 
pay has developed. The White Paper states that 40,000 
housing units in cities are required, and said Mr 
Luiperdt, “this was the same situation a year ago, but 
nothing was done to alleviate the distress.” 


In the face of growing urbanisation, Mr Luiperdi sug- 
gested decentralisation that “will keep people in their 
natural habitant.”” And while the Ministry of Housing 
proclaimed it was upgrading squatters, he continued. 
“squatter camps are suddenly mushrooming”. 


On the other hand, the Ministry aims at the creation of 
suitable Housing Finance schemes. but. Mr Luiperdt 
countered: “in the past. the National Building and 
Investment Corporation contributed to this objective. 
Today the corporation is wrestling with accumulated 
debts caused by the Minister. If people are not paying for 
their mortgage bonds. we cannot get financing for new 
housing schemes.” 


Mrs Libertine Amadhila, the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Housing. was fuming and excited called on the 
Speaker to grant her the floor to correct the “lics” uttered 
by Mr Luiperdt. Mrs Amadhila was warned not to use 
derogatory words against honourable members and 
reminded that she had the floor earlier. 


Public Service 


The Deputy Minister of Wildlife, Anton Von Wieter- 
sheim, said the reform of the public service was vital as 
its efficiency was a prerequisite in achieving national 
policy objectives. He said there are loyal. hard-working 
civil servants of the old order, but there are still some 
bent on “sabotaging” and undermining the government. 


He proposed legislation that would mete out punishment 
to “racist violators” of the Constitution. 


Mr Wictersheim cited the example of a white school in 
Ma'tahoe whose headmaster persisted with racist prac- 
tices and refused to enroll black children. Finally, after 
his attempts to divide classes along racial lines failed, all 
white children boycotted classes and the school 1s now to 
benefit the community there. he said. 


Foreign Affairs 


“(ur limited resources considered, Namibia stands little 
to gain from pursuing relations with some of the rather 
exotic members of the UN.” Mr Eric Staby (DTA) said. 
He added that Namibia could also not “gain much” from 
relations with states with diametrically-opposed political 
structures, such as single-party dictatorships. 
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“Restraint must be exercised in the establishment of 


foreign missions, and in this regard the Ministry ought 
rather to concentrate on the immediate neighbours 
where they key to Namibia's development lies.” 


Mr Staby should undergo a basic course in international 
affairs or make use of my books, Foreign Minister Theo 
Ben Gurirab said in criticizing the speech of Mr Staby. 


On Electrification 


“The efforts at electrifying the north can only be appre- 
ciated,” Mr Barney Barnes (DTA) said. but reminded 
members that many areas in the south are also in 
darkness. Such projects should also be extended to places 
like Gibeon, Hoachanas, Koes. Maltahohe and Tses. 


“The electrification programme includes the mentioned 
areas and more,” the Minister of Mines and Energy. Mr 
Andimba ya Toivo. replied. “but one can only start 
somewhere.” 


Geingob Praises Endorsement 
MB2403202291 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Hage Geingob says the endorse- 
ment of the white paper on national and sectorial poli- 
cies by the majority of the parliament members 1s a good 
beginning for Namibia's young democracy. 


The prime minister said policies specified in the docu- 
ment should be seen as a plan of action adopted by the 
government. 


RSA Navy Hands Over Captured Spanish Trawlers 


MB2503 145691 Johanneshure Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Text] The three Spanish trawlers captured by South 
African navy vessels over the weekend have been handed 
over to the Namibian authorities. 


The trawlers had allegedly been fishing in Namibian 
territorial waters about 200 km southwest of Luderitz. 


The Department of Foreign Affairs says that Namibia 
had requested South Africa's assistance in the matter. 
The trawlers were led into Luderitz harbor by the SAS 
[South African Ship] Oswald Pirow and the minesweeper 
SAS Umkomaas. 


11 Senior Officers Arrested 


MB2603 144691 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1100 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Namibian police have arrested 11 senior officers 
of the three Spanish trawlers which were escorted to 
Luderitz by two South African Navy vessels on Monday 
[25 March]. 
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Namibia’s Prosecutor General Hans Heyman says the 
men are due to appear in the Keetmanshoop magistrate’s 
court within 48 hours. He says no charges have yet been 
formulated. 


The three ships were apprehended by Namibian author- 
ities for fishing illegally inside the country’s 200-mile 
exclusive economic zone. 


The three trawlers have joined five other Spanish vessels 
moored at the southern Namibian port after they were 
caught fishing illegally last November. 


Reunion 


French Minister Visits, Comments on Violence 


*Calls Riots ‘Premeditated 


YIAFOS21A4 Saint Denis LE JOURNAL DE LOILE DE 
Li REUNION in French 28 keh 91 p 6 


[Article by Yves Mont-Rouge: “Is the French Govern- 
ment’s Urban Policy a Panacea?™: first paragraph is LE 
JOURNAL DE LILE DE LA REUNION introduction: 
quotation marks as published] 


[Text] The minister of overseas departments and terri- 
tories completed his visit yesterday. He stated that “the 
premeditated attack on several large retail stores stems 
from more than discontent with living conditions in 
certain neighborhoods” of Saint-Denis. 


In a short and intensive nighttime visit (see inset). the 
minister of overseas departments and territorics barely 
had the time to form an exact idea of the state of affairs. 
As of last evening. in any case, the prefect’s office was 
unable to provide a precis’ assessment of the damage 
caused over the weekend by ( amille Sudre’s followers. 


The state’s representative is sull convinced that “the 
attack on large retail stores stems from more than 
discontent with living conditions in certain neighbor- 
hoods.” In his opinion, “it seems clear that the destruc- 
liveness was organized, that the targets were chosen with 
care, and that the attack was methodic. There was a 
division of labor and a plan.” 


But the minister was careful not to name any individual. 
political party rv association as being responsible for the 
methodic wa. in which stores were ransacked and 
looted. “The ‘ega’ system will pursue its work and 
determine th © sact played by the guilty parties.” he said. 


With regard to the radio station “Free Dom.” Louts Le 
Pensec described its role as “profoundly scandalous.” 
The minister again used the terms “disinformation” and 
“dishonesty” in speaking of the radio station run by the 
third deputy to the Saint-Denis’ socialist mayor. “The 
Oulrageous Statements will be considered legally punish- 
able.” With regard to its sister television station, “Tele 
Free Dom.” ours Le Pensec emphasized that “Camille 
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Sudre never attempted to put forward a solid dossier. He 
refused every Opportunity....” 


To all those who incurred serious damage, the minister 
of overseas departments and territories guaranteed that 
compensation would be paid by the state. “Individuals 
whose property was damaged will be indemnified. All 
those who have insurance policies should submit claims 
for the damage they incurred to their insurers. Those 
who do not have insurance or whose policies do not 
cover the damage they received may submit a damage 
report to the prefect’s office.” In concrete terms, in the 
next few days the prefect’s office will set up an emer- 
gency unit to process damage reports from individuals 
and companies. In addition, the minister of economy 
and finance will speed the creation of an indemnification 
procedure. Finally, the minister of the budget will deter- 
mine the fiscal deadlines applicable to each individual 
case. That is what is being done for the damage victims. 


With regard to the underlying problems. which 
prompted the rampaging rioters to do what they did, 
Louis Le Pensec was highly evasive. Nothing of note was 
mentioned outside of the measures recommended in the 
contract the city of Saint-Denis signed with the national 
government in November 1990. 


That 1s, in a way, Mayor Gilbert Annetie’s global policy. 
mostly financed by the government. It could be summed 
up as entailing “more housing,” “an effort to combat 
unemployment” through job training and placement (a 
branch of the local employment mission will be estab- 
lished in the Le Chaudron neighborhood), and 
“improvement of the living environment.” The minister 
went on to emphasize that “the improvement of public 
transportation connections between Prima, Le 
Chaudron, and the center of Saint-Denis is one of the 
main focuses of this document. So that no resident will 
feel alienated from the city regardless of the neighbor- 
hood in which he resides, the better environment that 
bus service will create will bring a very real improvement 
in day-to-day life.” The minister has perhaps forgotten 
that the young people of Le Chaudron and other districts 
of Saint-Denis were on foot when they vandalized and 
sel stores on fire. 


*Meets With Demonstrators; Criticized 


9] AFOS821B Saint Dents LE JOURNAL DE LUILE DE 
LA REUNION in French 28 Feb 91 p 6 


{Article by Y.R.: “An Explosive Atmosphere™] 


| Text] No Journalists Allowed! Mr. Le Pensec, the min- 
ister of overseas departments and territories, came to the 
multipurpose room of Saint-Denis city hall yesterday 
morning to “reopen the dialogue” with community 
leaders. The press was not invited, however. He did not 
wish to meet with journalists because some of the rioters 
were also present in the room. The meeting very quickly 
revealed itself to be a “fiasco.” unfortunately for the 
mayor, Gilbert Annette, who initiated it. 
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The minister arrived more than three-quarters of an 
hour late for this “working session.” The meeting was 
organized on short order by the Saint-Denis city hall, 
which no doubt explains the fact that many Saint-Denis 
execulives and elected municipal officials were seen 
there. 


For his part, Gilbert Annette arrived on time despite 
being very tired. He asked city officials and rioters alike 
to speak “frankly” about the tragic events of this 
weekend. This gives a better indication as to why the 
Saint-Denis mayor's office and the minister of Overseas 
departments and territories did not wish to have mem- 
bers of the press attend. 


In the prevailing climate, Gilbert Annette certainly does 
not seem to have luck on his side. His initiative to 
“reopen dialogue” was a near total failure. The few 
rioters who had come to the meeting to talk openly about 
their difficulties, as the mayor had asked them to do, 
mocked the security forces outright in the presence of the 
minister. “It is the police who are taunting us. It 1s the 
CRS [State Mobile Police] who started it all....»” Louis Le 
Pensec tried as well as could be expected to calm the 
young people by reminding them in particular of the 
general outline of Saint-Denis’ contract with the national 
government which, as he sees it, will solve the problems 
of the city’s young neighborhoods in the long term. But, 
as might be guessed, the young rioters left the room far 
from convinced by the answers offered by the state's 
representative. 


*Statements Said Inconsistent 


9) AFOS21C Saint-Denis LE JOURNAL DE LUILE DE 
LA REUNION in French 28 Feb 91 p 6 


{Quotation marks as published] 


{ Text] When he was questioned on the program “France- 
Info” Tuesday. Louis Le Pensec stated that the clashes in 
Saint-Denis were the manifestation of “a dissatisfaction 
with living conditions on the fringes of cities, somewhat 
similar to what we have experienced in mainiand 
France.” 


In a change of language. he stated at a press conference 
held at the prefect’s office yesterday that “the premedi- 
tated attack on several large retail stores stems from 
more than discontent with living conditions in certain 
neighborhoods.” Whatever the case, it seems inappro- 
priate to draw a similarity between the clashes in Saint- 
Denis and those that took place in Vaulx-en-Velin, for 
example. Mr. Minister, we remind you that the neigh- 
borhood of Le Chaudron in Saint-Denis ts not 95 percent 
made up of immigrants! Its population is 100 percent 
French. 
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*Prefect Constantin Calls Violence ‘Organized 


91 4F 08234 Saint-Denis LE JOURNAL DE LULE DE 
LA REUNION tn French 27 Feb 91 p § 


{Article by Y. M.: “Prefect Certain of Orchestration™: 
quotation marks as published] 


{Text} For Daniel Constantin. prefect of Reunion. there 
is nO doubt: “The vandal’s acts are unmistakably orches- 
trated.” The representative of the government even went 
as far as to intimate that he has his own ideas regarding 
the matter but cannot divulge any information at this 
tume. The prefect’s tone was grave as he spoke of the 
extent of the damage inflicted by vandals using the 
demonstration as a cover. Daniel Constantin spent all of 
Monday night and Tuesday morning patrolling the trou- 
bled areas of Saint-Denis with the police. “What I saw 
was tragic.” he said. Yesterday morning he also visited 
the furniture store “Geant du Meuble.” 


“I saw barricades in flames and stones scattered across 
the roads. All of this is unmistakably organized. These 
are nol spontaneous demonstrations. It 1s not the work of 
a small group of young people acting on a whim. 
Strangely enough. the same individuals are seen near the 
demonstrations and at the scenes of looting.” the state's 
representative explained. 


It goes without saying that their “faithful attendance” at 
the demonstrations and at the looting of numerous stores 
has earned them a place in police files. 


The prefect also announced that the security forces 
arrested men armed with rifles near the “Score” store in 
Vauban on Monday evening. The “Tele Free Dom” 
affair has thus taken a dramatic turn. 


“Entire families arrived in their vans yesterday at the 
“Euromarche™ supermarket yesterday and waited for the 
looting to begin. They were waiting for some to start the 
looting so that they could then slip into the stores and 
steal. It 1s sad and senseless. It 1s incredible to see these 
people caught up in the hysteria created by Camille 
Sudre.” the prefect of Reunion lamented. He also stated 
that “everyone has ceased to care about Sudre’s televi- 
$10n station.” 


Molotov Cocktail 


“We are in a relatively dangerous system.” the prefect 
warned, apparently referring to a possible “political 
Strategy to manipulate the demonstrators. By whom?” It 
is impossible to specify any names al present. 


In any case, one thing 1s certain: All of the “commandos” 
actions are planned in advance. The targets are quite 
specific. The attacks are prepared in detail. The mode of 
action 1s perfectly coordinated. And all of 11. of course, 1s 
directed by someone who knows what he ts doing. It 1s 
known, in fact. that the young people are attacking with 
stones and using molotov cocktails to light fires. It 1s also 
known that not far from the vandalized sites, the security 
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forces arrested men armed with rifles and knives. The 
weapons were found in the trunks of cars. 


The deeds are committed by young people. while older 
people watch—not to say supervise—from their cars. 


Thus. the targets are deliberately chosen with the pri- 
mary goal of attacking large food and clothing retailers. 


The prefect yesterday repeated that “1 1s not one group 
but several small groups of people who are looting. 
destroying. and ransacking everything since Sunday 
evening.” 


This tactic poses problems for the security forces. The 
Slate's representative in Reunion appealed to the popu- 
lation to show civic responsibility. 


[Box p 5] 


Visit by the Minister of Overseas Departments 


The minister of overseas territories and departments. 
who 1s expected to arrive in Reunion at 0145 this 
morning. spoke on the program “France-Into™ yesterday 
about the recent events that. in his view. are the expres- 
sion of “a dissatisfaction with living conditions on the 
fringes of cities” somewhat similar to the phenomenon 
that has rocked France. The minister also pointed to the 
“more than 20 years of delay we accumulated before 
addressing disparities with mainland France's intervoca- 
uonal minimum growth wage [SMIC] and lower wage 
scales.” He went on to add: “All of this required a will 
that we expressed very recently” in the “very significant 
increase in the SMIC on | July. While we have made the 
decision to bring social benefits into line. but 1 cannot 
be done in a day.” Finally. the minister 1s counting on 
Gilbert Annette [mayor of Saint-Denis] and Daniel Con- 
stantin [prefect of Reunion] to establish a dialogue with 
groups from the neighborhood of Le Chaudron. The 
minister 1s expected to spend one day in Reunion 


*Tele-Free Dom's Role Viewed, Violence Commented 


Sudre Seen as ‘Public Enemy’ 


Y/AFOSI34 Geneva JOURNAL DE GENEVE 
in French 4 Mar Yl p 24 


{Article by Alain Rollat: “Reunion: the Shadow of Civil 
War”: first paragraph is JOURNAL DE GENEVE intro- 
duction} 


[Text] On 3 March, one week after the murderous riots, 
which traumatized the French Department of the Indian 
Ocean, the firemen in Saint-Dents-de-la-Reunion [the 
capital] had just begun to clear away the still smoking 
debris of the “Fo Yam” department store. This enter- 
prise. which sold household appliances in the Chaudron 
[(Caldron] residential area, had been sacked and burned 
by demonstrators. No one knows how many people died 
there, including looters caught in the flames and crushed 
by the collapse of a concrete floor. At the moment the 


“~s 
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firemen have removed the remains of two bodies, which 
brings the number of dead to 10. 


The minister of overseas departments and territories, the 
prefect of the Department of the Indian Ocean. and the 
public prosecutor began a political controversy by 
Stating that the three days of riots on 23. 24. and 25 
February were the result of a carefully prepared opera- 
tion. They spoke of a “premeditated attack” and an 
“organized break-in” against “targets” that had been 
“methodically” selected, whereas in Paris a government 
source related the acts of violence to “poor living condi- 
tions” in certain areas of metropolitan France. 


In fact the police are convinced that “commandos” of 
“housebreakers” joined with young. “spontancous™ 
demonstrators, with the logistic support of a network of 
target designators. The interrogation at the scene of the 
riots of a plumber known as an amateur boxer and a 
former candidate of the Reunion Communist Party in 
the cantonal elections of 1988 cast suspicion for 24 hours 
on that party which, in Reunion, is the principal political 
force supporting the government of President Francois 
Mitterrand, although its relationships with the local 
socialists are in question. However, this boxer and 
plumber was released without any charge being brought 
against him, and the theory of a political “plot” has not 
been proved. 


On the other hand, in the chronology of events issued by 
the office of the prefect, it is clear to local and national 
French authorities that one man is fully responsible for 
the unleashing of the violence. This “public enemy 
number-one,” as identified by the prefecture. is Camille 
Sudre, a doctor born in metropolitan France, who has 
lived in Reunion for several years and who established 
Tele and Radio Free Dom, television and radio stations. 
His role in the affair is at the center of the whole 
controversy. 


In any case it 1s he who called the people of Reunion to 
demonstrate in the streets on Saturday, 23 February, to 
protest against the threat of seizure hanging over Tele 
Free Dom, his television station, which has been oper- 
ating for five years without a license. It was following 
this demonstration, which had been prohibited by the 
prefect, that the incidents began, aggravated by the 
implementation of a decision to seize the station ordered 
by the public prosecutor at the request of the Higher 
Audiovisual Council, the highest “police” authority on 
radio frequencies and television channels. 


The prefect used harsh words to condemn the behavior 
of Camille Sudre, who now stands accused of miscon- 
duct, although just recently he was considered one of the 
strongest allies of the government. His television and 
radio stations strongly supported the last election cam- 
paign of President Francois Mitterrand, at a time when 
the RFO [French Overseas Broadcasting Company]. the 
state-owned network, was hated by the socialists. Prefect 
Daniel Constantin stated that “This man wanted a 
confrontation. He wanted to satisfy his desire to make 
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trouble. This man has no sense of morality and no sense 
of medical ethics. Persons elected by the people are 
forced to bend to his wishes because no one can control 
him. With his radio and television stations, he can break 
any person he wishes. He contributed to creating a 
climate of hate. It was necessary to intervene. because 
there was a danger for the security of the people and even 
a danger for democracy.” 


The Devil and “the White Angel” 


The personality of Camille Sudre is very controversial 
because this man, who poses as a champion of the 
freedom of expression. has deliberately made use of his 
media power for personal. political purposes. This, at 
least. 1s said by those who regarded his entry into the 
Municipal Council of Saint-Denis, with the position of 
third deputy to the mayor in charge of public activity, 
following the municipal elections of March 1989. as a 
payoff for an active campaign in favor of the new, 
Socialist Party mayor of Saint-Denis. Mayor Gilbert 
Annette is the first black to become the chief elected 
official of the capital of this former colony. 


In any case, up to the present no local personality has 
dared to question Tele Free Dom or his radio station. 
even though everyone agrees that the programs on 
Sudre’s stations contain “the worst” as well as “the 
best.” The “worst” 1s a group of variety programs based 
on third- or fourth-class films where violence reigns, 
principally in a series of karate and pornographic films. 
Several criminal matters have been reported over the 
past five years, including the existence of direct relation- 
ships between the projection of these films and an 
increase in sexual violence in the most disadvantaged 
areas of Saint-Denis. where this kind of television pro- 
gramming 1s cxtremely popular. 


The “best” 1s unquestionably the freedom provided to a 
population of very mixed ethnic background who for the 
first time have found it possibile to express themselves 
freely on radio and television in the Creole language that 
they speak. 


In the view of some, who emphasize his demagogy and 
who accuse him of manipulating crowds very much 
affected by poverty, misery. illiteracy, and inequalities of 
all kinds, Camille Sudre is the devil. In the view of 
others, this man, who fights for freedom of expression 
and who accuses the authorities of “having contempt for 
the people of Reunion.” is God himself. Furthermore. 
Sudre cultivates a charismatic kind of symbolism. He 
always dresses in white, since he chose a white dove as 
the emblem for his station. He has even been called “the 
White Angel.” and when his listeners. who love him. 
speak on his radio station, they refer to him with 
undisguised emotion. 


The Action of Attorney Verges 


It also appears that, more than anything else, the local 
authorities may have underestimated the support of the 
humblest elements of the population of Reunion for a 
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medium of expression whose disappearance is deeply 
felt, because it had become a social and cultural refer- 
ence point, much like the loss of a limb or. even worse. 
because it was a kind of humiliation. 


A resumption of violence is all the more to be feared 
since Sudre, who has been ordered to disappear from the 
television scene, continues to use the sound of Radio 
Free Dom, which also does not have a license to broad- 
cast, to prepare his supporters for further action. 


On 4 March the Court of Saint-Denis is to issue a 
judgment on the legality of the seizure of the Tele Free 
Dom transmitter. On | March the “White Angel” made 
an inflammatory speech to about 500 demonstrators 
who had come to acclaim him in front of the Palace of 
Justice. He told them: “On 4 March we are going to win 
or look out for trouble!” 


Furthermore, Jacques Verges, the well-known Parisian 
lawyer and defense attorney of Klaus Barbie, among other 
people, has just spent several days in Reunion, where he 
was born. His remarks, in which everything appeared in 
sharply contrasting black and white, did not seem likely to 
calm people’s minds. According to Verges, “The Creole 
people are the victims of colonialist repression. The 
troops, which come from France, hunt the Creoles as 
people hunt rabbits. That is the way in which they treated 
the Algerians, the Canaques [of New Caledonia], and the 
Malagasy people [of Madagascar]. We know how that 
turned out. The Creoles must resist.” This is what a 
listener of Radio Free Dom who is very critical of Camille 
Sudre called “the language of civil war.” 


*Background Detailed 
YIAFO778A Paris L’EXPRESS INTERNATIONAL 
in French 15 Mar 91 pp 28-31 


[Article by special correspondent Florent Leclercq: 
“Reunion: What Really Happened”: first paragraph is 
L’EXPRESS INTERNATIONAL introduction: quota- 
tion marks as published] 


[Text] Families are in mourning. shops ravaged, and 
policemen wounded, as a result of the refusal by the 
underclass to accept the closing of their TV station. The 
communists are suspected of manipulation. 


Leaning on the barriers, they watch what is going on and 
remain silent. For several days now they have been 
coming and going at the corner of the little street in the 
industrial zone of Chaudron to get as near as possible to 
the blackened and still smoking ruins of a large store. 
There are sometimes 20. sometimes 60. of these Creoles 
of every age. They stare blankly. as if turned inward. 
toward their personal grief. They never talk about it, and 
especially not to the gendarmes, who at first came to talk 
to them. They are all missing someone: a son, a sister. a 
husband, or a friend, who they fear will be found there. 
in the jumble of sheet metal. girders, and debris that is 
still burning after one week. 
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This incident took place on the night of 25-26 February. 
the lasi—and most terrible—of the three days of riots 
that scourged Saint-Denis, Reunion. After several other 
stores had been trashed, the rioters targeted the Fo-Yam 
department store. where one could buy anything from a 
saucepan to a video tape recorder. The entrance was 
smashed by a stolen automobile but blocked by a truck 
parked behind it. so that only a narrow passage— 
remind:g one of a mousetrap—was left for the looters to 
enter. The rioters then reportedly set fires at two or three 
places in the building. The metal girders of the structure 
very quickly became twisted from the effect of the heat. 
and the second-story slab floor—measuring | .000 square 
meters and weighing 300 tons—caved in. “You could 
hear cries.” say the employees of Brinks. the establish- 
ment that ts situated across the street and guarded day 
and night. On the video camera that monitors the street 
they had seen about 50 people enter the store. According 
to an anonymous witness who was able to escape by a 
skylight. between 25 and 30 people were apparently 
trapped inside. 


The final count is expected to be appalling. and it will 
include the eight bodies found in a large furniture store. 
which had also been set afire. Reunion—the French 
department in the Indian Ocean—is slowly adopting an 
attitude of resignation. The mechanical shovels are busy 
in the rubble, and the gendarmes—wearing rubber 
gloves—are busy in the ashes. “It will take us two weeks 
to go through everything meticulously.” the municipal 
official in charge of these efforts believes. “The persis- 
tent fire under the slab roof has caused the temperature 
there to rise to more than 1.200 degrees centigrade.” the 
forensic pathologist explains. “There is very little chance 
that we can make an exact count of the victims and 
almost no chance of identifying them.” A deadly anxiety 
reigns among those who wait there. staring vacantly. 
after going previously—in silence and in vain—to gen- 
darmerie and police headquarters. to the hospital, and 
even to the morgue. 


The insurance people estimate that 400 million francs 
likewise went up in smoke during these riots, as well as 
400 jobs. This is not to mention the dozens of merchants 
who—in their own words—"‘lost everything.” nor the 
100 law enforcement personnel who were injured. Who 
would have imagined all this just two weeks ago? Cer- 
tainly not those who ordered the seizure of the trans- 
mitter of Tele Free-Dom. the pirate station of Dr. 
Camille Sudre. For 10 years this native of Puy- 
de-Dome—who discovered the island during his military 
service—has been a disruptive element on the local 
audiovisual scene. Initially unauthorized but later autho- 
rized, Radio Free-Dom paved the way for FM radio in 
Reunion. Then in 1986, several days before the victory 
of the right in the legislative elections and the subsequent 
demise of the High Authority. Sudre launched Tele 
Free-Dom. Basing its hopes for success on providing 
what was lacking on the official channel, the RFO 
[French Overseas Broadcasting Company]—namely, 
films featuring horror, violence, and sex—but also on 


FBIS-AFR-91-059 
27 March 1991 


providing for everyone a platform for unbridled debate 
and freedom of expression and style, Tele Free-Dom 
quickly broke all records for viewership, operating ille- 
gally but with impunity. The TDF [expansion unknown] 
was very critical of him but never asked for enforcement 
of the judgment. In carly 1988—as Jacques Verges. 
Sudre’s lawyer and a native-born Reunionese, did not 
fail to point out—when Francois Mitterrand’s visit to 
Reunion was sabotaged by the RFO, the president was 
not afraid to grant an interview to Tele Free-Dom. 


Viewed as an angel by some and as a devil by others, 
Sudre—who at one time had been active on the com- 
milice supporting the Coluche candidacy—now turned 
his attention seriously toward politics. Did he think he 
would thereby obtain legalization of his station, which 
was Still in limbo? That was the beginning of his down- 
fall. He had demonstrated excessive ambition and 
proved—above all else—the power of the tool that he 
had forged entirely by himself. Thanks to his pirate TV 
station, he received Il percent of the votes in Saint- 
Denis in the legislative elections of June 1988, and in 
March 1989 he was responsible for the city voting in 
favor of the socialist Gilbert Annette, who made him his 
number-three deputy. It now became urgently necessary 
to control this intractable individual. As the price for 
giving him the green light in due and proper form, the 
CSA [Higher Audiovisual Council] and the local author- 
itics placed stern conditions upon him, threatening—in 
case of his refusal—to seize the station. Sudre initially 
agreed to become a minority partner in the prospective 
network that would replace Tele Free-Dom: then to 
change its name; then to relinquish its frequency to a toll 
network named by the CSA, while still not being able to 
transmit, and finally, to stop broadcasting. “For three 
weeks,” he requested. “My finances are too fragile to 
withstand a longer period.” “Three months or nothing,” 
was the reply. “A maximum of three months,” Sudre 
said. “A minimum of three months,” the CSA decided. 
Convinced that what was really desired was his demise, 
Sudre chose to scuttle the ship. He issued an ultimatum 
to the prefect, who responded by banning the demon- 
Stration that Sudre had organized for 23 February. The 
following day—after the initial violence—the prefect 
carried out the seizure order transmitted by the public 
prosecutor. 


Gilbert Annette could not conceal his bitterness. He had 
fought to the end to find a compromise, going so far as to 
sound the alarm at Elysee Palace on 21 February in an 
effort to forestall the “serious disorders” that he pre- 
dicted would occur. “Those who are really responsible 
are in Paris.” was the complaint of the first “Kaffir’ (a 
Reunionese of African origin) that the residents of Saint- 
Denis ever had as their mayor. He deeply resented the 
Machiavellis behind the scenes who had precipitated the 
whole thing in order—according to the head of the PS 
[Socialist Party] federation of Reunion—“to have Tele 
Free-Dom without Camille Sudre.” As a result, what 
they got was the nots—without Tele Free-Dom. 
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Each time that his station had merely been threatened— 
in 1986, in 1988, and again in March of 1990—Sudre 
had been able to mobilize 10,000 Reunionais for the 
biggest demonstrations ever seen in Saint-Denis. To shut 
down Tele Free-Dom was to provoke them once again. 
For many of them it ts their only luxury. They live in the 
large districts of the eastern part of the city, such as 
(Chaudron—a mythical district. like the Minguettes. The 
tropics give a green and nally appearance to these 
neighborhoods, including the older district of Michel 
Debre, which was opened in 1971. But the residents of 
these districts live four to a room, and young couples no 
longer know which way to turn. There are 6,000 unfilled 
requests for housing in Saint-Denis. The rate of growth 
of the population is four times that of metropolitan 
France. A similar situation exists with respect to unem- 
ployment: 39 percent of young Reumionese are jobless. 
For every 12,000 of young Reunionese who enter the job 
market each year there are only 2,000 job offers, with the 
result that these young people go year after year from one 
training Course to another, or from ASSEDIC | Assocta- 
tion for Promotion of Employment in Industry and 
Business] to RMI [minimum wage]. They despair for 
their future, and for their children’s future. But they go 
on producing babies nonetheless, for the young women 
then manage to live on the “trouser-fly money” (family 
allowances) and “single-woman moncy”™ (single-parent 
allowances). And they also watch Tele Free-Dom, a 
nonstop distraction. Monsignor Gilbert Aubry, bishop of 
Reunion, who considers Sudre to be a dangerous dema- 
goguc, disapproves. “It is an addiction.” says Monsignor 
Aubry. “But would you abruptly take the *zamal (the 
locally grown maryuana) away from someone who has 
been high’ on it for five years?” asks the socialist senator 
Albert Ramassamy. 


“Their” TV had served as a tranquilizer for their pecu- 
lar pain—the pain of those who feel “left out,” with no 
future in their own country, and kept at a distance from 
those goods to which an ordinary wage would entitle 
them. Did they appreciate the announcement by the 
minister of DOMTOM [Overseas Departments and Ter- 
ritories}—who passed through their country like a gust of 
wind—that the SMIC [Interoccupational Minimum 
Growth Wage] would be increased in the near future? 
With Free-Dom muzzled, the pain came back, unallevi- 
ated. They shouted out the pain they felt, by attacking 
the garage of Abdoul Cadjec, who had been offering— 
under the protection of highly trained dogs—sumptuous 
buffets for the buyers of Porsches: by cleaning out the 
Geant-Score, where they had long dreamed of passing by 
the cashier without paying: and by sacking the Bank of 
Reunion, which had refused to open an account for their 
meager allowances. It was Jean Jo—speaking for the 
young people of Chaudron—who proudly and excitedly 
explained all this as the special guest of the RFO [French 
Overseas Broadcasting Company]. 


But just as Camille Sudre had picked up their malaise, 
others had picked up their violence—and increased it 
tenfold. Hence the tragic result of the riots. For the first 
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time, someone had hurled Molotov cocktails in Reunion, 
and the police halted some trucks that were transporting 
them together with a number of repeating rifles. According 
to two witnesses, the destruction of the Geant furniture 
store—which cost eight lives—was probably touched off 
by incendiary devices. Between the time the first Molotov 
cocktails were thrown at law enforcement personnel in the 
late afternoon of Sunday 24 February and the systematic 
destruction by fire of dozens of stores and businesses— 
chosen deliberately in different districts of the city—on the 
night of 25-26 February, there was a veritable programmed 
escalation of the violence. Organized groups wearing 
hoods and carrying sticks were observed where the fighting 
was taking place. The ringleaders were pointing out the 
targets and leading the demonstrators. Vans loaded with 
materiel were observed, as well as CB radio operators who 
were transmitting information concerning the movements 
of mobile gendarmes and CRS [Republican Security 
Police]. In short, the methodical relentlessness with which 
these groups attempted, on the third evening, to mislead 
the law enforcement personnel and impede the work of the 
fire fighters resembled the basic techniques of the urban 
guerrillas. In the face of these developments, the two 
companies of CRS and the four platoons of mobile gen- 
darmes were quickly outflanked and severely battered. 
While awaiting the emergency reinforcements hurriedly 
dispatched from metropolitan France, the prefect was 
forced to call on the paratroops stationed on the island to 
ensure the security of the prefecture and the airport. 
According to the police superintendent who is directing it, 
the investigation will probably require several months to 
identify and thwart the leaders of the riots. However, all 
eyes immediately turned toward the Reunion Communist 
Party (PCR), although for the time being there are only 
presumptions. Mayor Claude Hoarau of Saint Louis—a 
hard-liner among hard-liners and a great expert in street 
operations and rash actions—was identified at the scene of 
the initial demonstration. Party activists—often coming 
from other communist cities—were recognized, including 
one of the much-discussed CB operators. None of this 
would disturb a smiling Paul Verges, brother of the 
attorney and uncrowned monarch who reigns—with an 
acute sense of power and the assistance of his son Pierre— 
over the PCR. 


No, what has made Verges furious are the accusations 
made publicly by Monsignor Aubry. “The Communist 
Party,” he said, “has exchanged a reiurn to calm for its 
participation in the fourth network” (the network that is 
scheduled to replace Tele Free-Dom). Alexis Pota, deputy 
from Saint Paul—the man most detested by the PCR 
leadership for having dared to defy their laws from the 
inside—had already spoken out. “The real guilty parties— 
those (Elie Hoarau, deputy and mayor of St. Pierre, and 
Paul Verges) who came Monday morning to manipulate 
the population of Chaudron—will never be bothered.” he 
said. The bishop knows whereof he speaks: he was directly 
approached to transmit the message from Verges father 
and son to the promoters of the fourth network, including 
the PS mayor of St. Denis. He so informed the prefect. who 
then—Paul Verges has secretly disclosed—reportedly 
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encouraged discussions between Verges and Camille 
Sudre. Verges and Sudre met on Tuesday 26 February to 
draw up a new project that would associate the organiza- 
tions of communist affiliation, and—as Monsignor Aubry 
points out, the violence thereupon miraculously ceased. 
Although momentarily caught off guard, Sudre did not 
give in to the PCR—not after having stood off the French 
Government. 


As a result, the dispute between the government and the 
Reunionese communists is in danger of becoming more 
serious. For there was already the issue of the creation of 
a second department. which Paul Verges is demanding 
for the southern part of the island in order to consolidate 
his constituency there. This has reportedly already been 
promised to him, in exchange for the abstention of 
comrade Elie Hoarau when the vote was taken on the 
censure motion that threatened Rocard. Verges is still 
wailing, and is increasing the pressure. “Has Paris fully 
understood?” the PCR organ TEMOIGNAGES won- 
dered—in capital letters—after the visit of Louis Le 
Pensec. A race has started—a speed contest that is both 
political and social. Will the young people of Reunion 
have their hope restored before they once again serve as 
masses to be manipulated? Monsignor Aubry wants to 
believe they will. “We must be able, by eliminating their 
fears.” he writes in one of his poems, “to prevent our 
children from spitting their suicide on our graves.” 


*Assessment of Deaths, Damages 
9) AFO822A Saint-Denis LE JOURNAL DE L’ILE DE 
LA REUNION in French 2 Mar 91 p 7 


{Quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Ten people have been killed, some 100 vehicles 
were burned, and stores were ransacked: The toll taken 
by the events that have rocked Saint-Denis in recent days 
is a heavy one. The inventory of damage is long and the 
full list of the buildings and sites that were destroyed, 
looted, or ransacked is not yet complete. 


Public symbols were “natural” targets for the demon- 
Strators as of Saturday, the day of the banned demon- 
Stration. Road signs. traffic lights, bus stop shelters, trash 
bins. and telephone booths in the center of Saint-Denis 
were the first to fall to the anger of the demonstrators. 


An initial survey found that some 100 vehicles had been 
set on fire by the rioters and by vandals taking advantage 
of the circumstances, primarily in the neighborhoods of 
Le Chaudron and Les Camelias. Near the Esso and 
Caltex stations at the intersection in Le Chaudron lay a 
pile of burned sheet metal. A bus lay across the road 
causing panic and distress to motorists. 


The greatest damage was done to stores in acts of 
revenge. frustration, or the “simple” venting of violence. 
The list is mind-boggling: 80 stores destroyed, most of 
them looted. among them “Score” in Le Chaudron, 
“COTRANS Cadjee.” “But.” “Monsicur Bricolage.” 
“Geant du Meuble.” Banks were also targets (Credit 
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Agricole, BRED, Banque de la Reunion). There are too 
many damaged sites to name them all here. Worst of all. 
bodies were discovered under the rubble of two stores: 
eight of them in the furniture store “Geant du Meuble.” 
two in “Fo-Yam,” and the search continucs.... 


Nor were public buildings spared. Four were damaged. 
in particular the post office and the police station in Les 
Camelias. In Les Camelias and other neighborhoods, the 
destruction even extended to residential buildings: Two 
apartment houses (“Le President” and Galaxie) and 
homes in Nice and Paris Streets were damaged. 


The preliminary estimate of damage runs in the hun- 
dreds of millions of francs. The burning and looting of 
the “Score Geant” store caused damage estimated at 75 
million francs! While the roads appear to be passible 
today, they lead through scenes of the economic troubles 
facing many shopkeepers and entrepreneurs. Rebuilding 
will be a lengthy task. 


Zambia 


Visa Requirements for South Africans ‘Liberalized’ 


MB2S03211091 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 25 Mar 91 


[Text] Zambia has liberalized visa requirements for South 
Africans, and with immediate effect visitors from that 
country may now have their visas issued at ports of entry. 
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The chief immigration officer. comrade Clement 
Bangucta. said in a statement that the minister of home 
affairs, General Kingsley Chinkuli, has directed that the 
liberalization be effected immediately so that South 
African citizens and residents should not need to apply 
for visas to the chief immigration officer. 


Zimbabwe 


Tanzanian Foreign Minister Pays Visit 
E-A2503153591 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1000 GMT 25 Mar 91 


{Excerpts} Dar es Salaam—Comrade Ahmed Hassan 
Diria, the minister of foreign affairs and international 
cooperation, is in Harare, Zimbabwe, at the head of a 
Tanzanian delegation to attend a mecting of the Tanza- 
nia-Zimbabwe joint cooperation commission. A 
spokesman of the ministry said the three-day meeting ts 
scheduled to begin today in Zimbabwe's capital, Harare. 
He said the 23-man Tanzanian delegation includes the 
principal secretary in Zanzibar’s Ministry of Trade. 
Industry and Marketing. Comrade Issa Salim Makame. 
[passage omitted] 


Other issues to be discussed at the mecting include 
transport. culture. scientific education, and employ- 
ment. [passage omitted] 
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Benin 


President-Elect Soglo Seeks People’s Trust 


AB2603203591 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 1930 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Nicephore Soglo has expressed thanks to all 
Beninese people for having accorded him their trust 
during the 24 March presidential elections. The transi- 
tional prime minister. who has just been elected presi- 
dent of the Republic. asked all Beninese to continue to 
support him in his mission, a mission which will not be 
easy. In particular, Nicephone Soglo made an urgent 
appeal for unity and national reconciliation to rebuild 
our country. Here is Nicephore Soglo. 


[Begin Soglo recording] Beninese people. dear coun- 
trymen: I very warmly thank everyone who voted for me. 
I know how hard the task ahead ts, and we will only 
succeed in accomplishing it if we are united in solidarity. 


As I often say. I want to be president of all Beninese, be 
they from the north, south, east, or west. Reconciliation 
is absolutely necessary, and with time. wounds will heal 
so together we can reconstruct our country. Continue to 
give me your trust. [end recording] 


Violence Continues in Parakou as Groups Flee 


AB2703113591 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 0615 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Acts of violence are continuing in Parakou just 
hours after the results of the presidential elections have 
been made public. The perpetrators of violence continue 
to threaten and hunt down the people not originally from 
Borgou. In any case. the security services are being asked 
to put an end to this situation; the head of state therefore 
issued a communique. which was published yesterday. 
For more details. we go to reporter David Ogoushina 
from Parakou Radio: 


[Begin Ogoushina recording] Twenty-four hours after the 
serious acts of violence that tarnished the presidential 
elections in Parakou, the exodus of the people from 
northern regions continues. Entire families are fleeing en 
masse toward the south, leaving their property behind, 
intent only on saving their lives. The psychosis is general 
and 1s being reinforced by rumors that the fugitives are 
in great danger. Some rumors have it that southerners 
will be assaulted and their property looted. This collec- 
tive psychosis is therefore forcing the southerners to flee 
the region, even those who have been living there for 
several decades. 


Since yesterday, trains going to Cotonou have been 
overflowing with passengers cager to return to their 
home region. The workers of the public sector, such as 
hospitals, will also go. and these services will soon close 
their doors if the security of the southerners is not 
assured. Security forces are morally torn between the old 
and the new social order [words indistinct] and are 
helplessly watching people being victimized by hysterical 
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and uncontrolled people invading the sireets. These 
uncontrolled elements were bold enough to disarm some 
gendarmes. 


The Parakou public and private radio personnel are not 
safe. either. Workers of these services, individually and 
collectively. regularly receive threats ordering them not 
to spend the night in their homes. There are even 
placards on some roads in the (Pkalekaye) area reading: 
“If Nicephore Soglo wins the elections, all the (’south- 
erners) Should pack up and go.” [end recording] 


AFP on Soglo Health, Situation in Parakou 


AB2703161191 Paris AFP in English 1151 GMT 
27? Mar 9/1 


[By Alain Bommenel] 


[Text] Cotonou. March 27 (AFP)}—The newly-clected 
President of Benin. Nicephore Soglo. must cure a bout of 
typhoid which has laid him low, but he must also heal the 
country’s north-south divide and a sick economy. 


Mr. Soglo had appeared in poor health and very weak for 
the past three weeks of campaigning and was not seen in 
public on Monday when his victory in Sunday's pool was 
announced. 


His staff finally admitted he was suffering from typhoid 
and sciatica, but insisted that he would be fit to attend 
his investiture ceremony next Monday. But in the mean- 
time rumours had spread that the president-clect was 
dead. 


Mr. Soglo’s first task will be to calm tension in Parakou, 
the biggest town in the north. which has been placed 
under curfew after ethnic violence left two people dead 
and 20 wounded on polling day. 


Southerners were continuing to flee the north and on 
Wednesday 2.000 panicking people fought to board two 
trains in Parakou. carrying bags. furniture and mat- 
tresses. At least 5.000 southerners are reported to have 
left the town of 120,000 people since Sunday and on 
Wednesday. some suburbs appeared deseriecd. 


The exodus started after local people attacked south- 
erners whom they suspected of voting for Mr. Soglo. 
Ninety-five per cent of electors in the north of the 
country, most of whom raise cattle or are peasant 
farmers, reyected Mr. Soglo, a technocrat from the south, 
and supported the defeated outgoing president, General 
Mathieu Kerekou., a northerner. 


During the campaign Mr. Soglo fled another northern 
town, Nattitingou, 700 kilometres (437 miles) north of 
Cotonou, under a hail of stones. 


It remains unclear whethr or not he will be able to 
impose his authority in the region or whether he will be 
acknowledged as president. 
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Mr. Soglo. a former World Bank official. will also have to 
tackle the national finances which had been ravaged by 
17 years of mulitary-Marxist administration. The 
country survives on funds from the west. 


The budget deficit, before investment. is expected to 
total 20 billion CFA francs (80 million /'>:.. rs) this year 
compared with 25 billion CFA francs lasi year. 


Within the space of a year, the transitional government 


which he headed has straightened out several sectors of 


the economy and the taxation service. 


But a Structural adjustment programme launched in 
1989 is running about one year behind schedule. Polit- 
ical uncertainty and the clectoral situation caused delay 
in the introduction of unpopular key decisions. 


The new government must decide on a programme to 
reduce the number of people employed in the state 
seclor—an unpopular move with Mr. Soglo’s own con- 
Sliluency, since most civil servants are southerners. It 
has been suggested that the total of 52.000 civil servants 
should be reduced by 2.000 per year. 


Experts said that hopes of obtaining foreign investment 
were dim. 


“Once a stable regime has been established t will take at 
least 10 years for investors to return, as was the case in 
Ghana.” one economist said. 


Mr. Soglo is not operating under the best political 
arrangements. He was supported, somewhat reluctantly. 
by only part of the political establishment in the south. 
The main motivation was to prevent General Kerekou 
from returning to power. 


Many of the leaders of the 34 political parties accuse Mr. 
Soglo of having betrayed the spirit of transition by 
standing for clection. The formation of the government 
will be a test of his ability to involve and associate 
different points of view, and will also reveal his margin 
for manoeuvre. 


Liberia 
Compositon Committee To Study 3-Man Council 


Taylor Comments 


AB2203192091 London BBC World Service 
in Enelish 1709 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{ Text] All this week, delegates at the peace conference in 
Monrovia have been busy not getting very far, discussing 
procedural details—who should be represented and the 
like—and they cannot get very far without Charles 
Taylor, leader of the main rebel movement, the Patriotic 
Front. He has refused to attend, and his attitude to the 
interim government led by Amos Sawyer and his insis- 
tence on his right to lead Liberia have been mayor 


WEST AFRICA 33 


stumbling blocks. Well this afternoon Charles Taylor 
called us up, saying he had a new plan for the conference. 
Robin White asked him what the plan was. 


{Begin recording] [Taylor] We are proposing a three- 
member council. | would be on that council, we would 
get one from the group in Monrovia that seems to be 
supported by ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
Africa States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], and the 
third person would be neutral. And the three individuals 
will sit on a council of national unity to prepare the 
groundwork for elections within 12 to 18 months. 


| White] So it will be you, Sawyer, and a neutral person? 


[Taylor] Well the Sawyer side, depending on who they 
may want to pul there—it could be probably Bacchus 
Matthews—bul we are saying from their side, one 
person, I will be there, and we get a third neutral person 
that we will nominate. someone that the international 
community respects, that would serve as a_ balance 
between the two opposing forces. 


{White} And who would you like that third person to be? 


[Taylor] Well | have been really thinking about Ellen 
Johnson- Sirleaf as a possible candidate. There are other 
names that will be acceptable to us. We are thinking 
about another individual as the Right Honorable J. 
Rudolf Grimes, someone that would be fair and under- 
Stand the problem. 


[White] Have you already floated this idea in Monrovia? 


[Taylor] This plan 1s being officially launched. We have 
already.... [changes thought] | have launched this plan, 
and I have asked the Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia, 
of former President Jimmy Carter of the United States, 
to sponsor such a plan. He is working on it right now. He 
has contacted Sawyer. We have contacted certain 
Western governments including the Government of the 
United States. We think it ts a fair plan and President 
Carter has agreed to mediate these discussions once all 
sides agree to sit down. So we think that this 1s an 
equitable plan to keep us from plunging back into war. 


[White] What does Mr. Sawyer think about it, do you 
know” 


[Taylor] Well | will hope that he would accept it Robin. 


|White) No, why do you not go to Monrovia yourself and 
try and sell this idea? 


[Taylor] We have confirmed intelligence reports that 
certain members of a warring faction have been con- 
tacted to use its personnel in plain clothes at the confer- 
ence center to assassinate me. We have this confirmed, 
and so we decided that we could not risk my life to go to 
Monrovia. We have a recorded encounter with a 
member of ECOMOG calling our people bastards and 
threatening to shoot them. We have that tape recording. 
We had a journalist from our side beaten up by Nigerian 
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soldiers and threats. So it was just too hostile for me to 
be there. especially when the intelligence had been con- 
firmed. 


[White] You are saying that there was some kind of plot 
lo assassinate you? Can I get you right” 


[Taylor) That is correct. There was a plot to use another 
group from the warring factions to assassinate me al the 
conference center. 


[White] Which warring faction is this? 


[Taylor] We do not want to create any tense situation in 
Monrovia by calling names. We want peace. | think they 
know themselves. We just want you to know that 11 is 
another warring faction. Presently in Monrovia there are 
only two, and one of them was involved in this plan to 
assassinate me. 


[White] If you do not name names, might not people 
think you are just crying wolf as an excuse. perhaps 
Stalling yet again? 


[Taylor] No Robin, this is not the case. Nobody 1s going 
to convince me about crying wolf. If the intelligence was 
not truc, | would have gone to Monrovia. [end recording] 


NPFL Recommendation 


AB2603 141291 Paris AFP in English 1311 GMT 
26 Mar 91 


[Text] Monrovia, March 26 (AFP)}—A three-man ruling 
council with a civilian president and two vice-presidents, 
one from each of the two main armed groups has been 
recommended to run Liberia in the interim period up to 
free elections, sources at the all-Liberia peace conference 
told AFP Tuesday. The proposal from the nine-man 
Committee set up to study the structure and composition 
of Liberia’s future interim government. was to be sub- 
mitted Tuesday to a full session of the conference which 
has been meeting here since March 15. 


The Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) and Prince Johnson's Independent National 
Patriotic Front (INPFL) would nominate one candidate 
each for the two posts of vice presidents responsible for 
relief and rehabilitation, and repatriation and resettle- 
ment respectively, according to the recommendation. 
The recommendation is a compromise to a proposal put 
forward last week by the NPFL calling for a three-man 
ruling council to include Mr. Taylor. 


Conference sources, however, said the NPFL és insisting 
there should be no subsiraction or addition to their 
proposal which would allow Mr. Taylor to become one of 
the three leaders of the caretaker interim government. 
Mr. Taylor withdrew his demand to be appointed the 
interim president. But the Committee rejected the idea 
of any of the warring factions’ leader becoming head of 
the interim government, in keeping with the plan bro- 
kered by the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS). The Committee said none of the two 
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vice presidents is eligible to succeed the president in case 
of death or inability to run the country. 


The Committee recommends that the interim chief 
justice should [words indistinct] held behind closed 
doors with only heads of delegates attending. But the 
NPFL delegation was absent from the meeting. Sources 
close to the meeting said the NPFL delegation had sent a 
verbal message saying it could not attend because it was 
observing a Thanksgiving day declared in their territory. 


Agreement Reported on Composition 


1B2703144391 Monrovia Radio ELBC 
in English 0900 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] The committee working out the structural com- 
position of the interim government has been meeting 
with heads of various delegations to the all-Liberian 
conference behind closed doors. No details of yesterday's 
meeting were available but a source told ELBC news that 
some progress has been made. 


Heads of the various deicgations are reported to have 
accepted, in principle. the committee's (?viewpoint) on 
the structural composition of the interim government 
which calls for. among other things, the creation of the 
post of two vice presidents [words indistinct] one of the 
first vice presidents to be nominated by the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL]. and a second vice 
president to be nominated by the Independent National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia. In addition to the number of 
seats alloted to the the NPFL in the interim legislative 
assembly and the post of speaker, additional seats and 
cabinet posts have also been opened to Mr. Charles 
Taylor's National Patriotic Front. 


An elections commission comprising several interest 
groups will also be established. Among its members are: 
the Press Union of Liberia: the Liberia Council of 
Churches: the National Muslim Council of Liberia: the 
Women Development Association of Liberia: and the 
Liberia Medical and Dental Association. 


It was also recommended and accepted. in principle, by 
heads of the various delegations that representatives 
from two interest groups elect a representative each to 
the interim legislative assembly. The two interest groups 
were not disclosed. 


The source also told ELBC that when issues which 
remain unresolved [words indistinct] recommendation 
by the political party whose executive is the head of the 
interim government will not be eligible to (?present) a 
presidential candidate in the October general elections. 
The Liberia People’s Party [LPP] is reported to have 
objected to the proposal. The interim president, Dr. 
Amos Sawyer, is an executive of the LPP. 


The commitice ts to make its report to the plenary 
session of the conference this morning. 
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NPFL Reportedly Kills Five, Beats Others 


AB2203172091 Paris AFP in English 1304 GMT 
2? Mar 91 


[Text] Monrovia, March 22 (AFP)}—Five persons were 
killed and several others beaten by rebels of Charles 
Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) 
after they praised West African peacekeeping forces 
visiting rebel-held territory, a senior police officer said 
Friday. The officer, who asked to remain anonymous, 
said reports reaching Monrovia from the port of 
Buchanan 100 kilometers (60 miles) east of here said 
NPFL rebels there had killed three persons and beaten 
many more. 


They were accused of giving a rousing welcome to the 
peacekeeping force known as ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group], during confidence visits there March 14 
as part of a peace plan brokered by the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The 
officer said other reports said two persons were killed 
and several others injured in Kakata some 55 kilometers 
(35 miles) north of here following a visit there by 
ECOWAS and relief workers a day earlier. There was no 
independent confirmation of the reported killings, but 
several witnesses who escaped Kakata said rebels 
severely beat up many persons for chanting “We want 
ECOMOG” and calling for the reopening of roads and 
highways to allow them to return to Monrovia. 


An AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE reporter in Kakata for 
the visit saw displaced Liberians throng the ECOMOG 
convoy, calling for peace and thanking the troops for 
giving them the chance to return to the capital. One 
witness, who escaped through the bush, said he had seen 
at least four bodies near the Voice of America relay 
station at Careysburg. He believed the four, like him, 
were trying to reach Monrovia to visit family and friends 
separated by 15 months of brutal civil war. 


The police said the reported killings would be referred to 
the interim justice ministry in Monrovia, but admitted 
that there was nothing legally the police could do because 
the areas were still under rebel control. Spokesman 
Laveli Supuwood of the NPFL delegation attending the 
national conference in Monrovia said they knew nothing 
about the killings, dismissing the reports as malicious 
and intended to “discredit and tarnish the image of the 
NPFL.” 


Meanwhile. conference delegates meeting here late 
Thursday reyected a NPFL proposal to allow representa- 
tives from rebel-held counties to sit in the assembly 
which is to vote in a new interim government. The NPFL 
controls virtually all the West African country outside 
the capital. The proposal was sent back to a committee 
formed to discuss credentials of those wanting to attend 
the conference for further study. 
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Mali 


Toure Holds News Conference, Outlines Plans 


AB2603173591 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 18500 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[“Maiden™ news conference by Lieutenant Colonel 
Amadou Toumani Toure of the National Reconciliation 
Council, CRN, in Bamako on 26 March with Malick 
Kante of LESSOR and other unidentified domestic 
correspondents—recorded] 


[Text] [Toure] Power must belong to our people, to these 
martyr people, to these people who have had to endure 
all forms of humiliation, to these people who are victims 
of stealing, swindling, and all-out nepotism. | think first 
of all that we must pay tribute to the people. We must 
give them their power. I think you are also giving me the 
Opportunity to pay a glowing tribute to our Malian youth 
who, at a given time, have been able to remind their 
elders, in particular those in the Army, of the path of 
honor and dignity. | am referring to the Malian Students 
Association. On behalf of our country, we should thank 
them. We must also thank the National Union of Malian 
Workers. We must be grateful to them for their conhe- 
sion, for taking a courageous stand, and for everything 
they have done for our country. I want to use this 
opportunity to pay a glowing tribute to them and to 
thank them. Let them continue to work for the well-being 
of our people and our country. 


1 will also not forget the organizations, | mean the 
associations for democracy. for their courageous fight, 
for their abnegation, for the sacrifice they have accepted 
for our well-being and our reconciliation, for arousing 
our awareness. | think you must be aware that for some 
time now, Mali has become a laughingstock to people. 
The people have been martyred. killed. and gagged. 
Malians do not deserve this at all. We have made too 
many sacrifices for us to merit such a fate. We must be 
grateful to the youth and democratic people who, at a 
given time, have been able to say no—an all-out no. We 
only laid the last stone that was necessary for the task of 
national construction to which we are all aspiring, to 
which all honest and serious Malians are aspiring. We 
must reconstruct our country. 


[Kante] Malick Kante from the LESSOR newspaper. 
Mr. President, among the 17 members of the Council 
which you are heading. almost all the members are 
former officers. officers who served under the former 
president, Moussa Traore. One has the impression that it 
was an arrangement that took place. Was it a fatal 
situation you were faced with? What was actually the 
Situation? 


[Toure] I think that everybody has in mind the former 
National Military Liberation Committee [CMLN] 
[words indistinct]. That image is finished, I think. I do 
not consider the names, | do not take into account the 
number of members. There is a certain number of 
officers who, at a given time, have agreed to help our 
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country to depose Moussa Traore, who had become a 
dictator, and his group. We pledge before ourselves and 
our people that they should not be bothered by the 
names of the members. Whether they were former aides 
or future aides, you know, officers are a little bit like 
journalists. The other day, you were very kind to tell us 
on the television that our television is a state television 
service. You must also be reminded that our Army is also 
a state Army. As of now, we have not been privileged to 
have any private Army. I think that the most difficult 
task is to be able to reassess oneself. Do not think that 
there was any arrangement. | think that our future acts 
will prove that if there was any arrangement at all, we 
simply sought to arrange our people. not Moussa Traore 
and his clique. 


[Reporter] Mr. President, in one of your communiques, 
you spoke about instituting full-fledged multiparty poli- 
tics. | would like to know when this will be and how you 
intend to go about it? 


[Toure] If we were ready, | would say right now. Right 
now, because our people deserve it. Right now, because 
others are doing it. I think—I have been listening, 
looking, and reading—there is no way to avoid democ- 
racy. We have pursued or embarked on a single party 
system that has only created problems for us, and it has 
only stifled talents, gagged people of goodwill, and only 
succeeded in enriching a clan, a clique. 


So we said to ourselves at a given time, that if we should 
take power for the Malian people. we must try to attempt 
a different experiment, the democratic experience, the 
multiparty experience, the experiment of reason and 
truth. 


[Reporter] There is another affair that is bothering me a 
little on the level of national policy. You are not unaware 
that presently there is a danger hovering over national 
unity in Mali. I want to refer to the problems that arose 
in the north of the country and which still exist. How do 
you see those things? 


[Toure] We think that we must settle down to then at 
once, and at this very instant, through our press and our 
youth. All Malians must be able to give us their helping 
hand: Malians both at home and abroad. The charge will 
no longer rest with any single person. Everybody should 
come quickly to enable us to reconstruct our country 
hand in hand. together. We also call for the under- 
standing of our brothers, our brothers of the north, with 
whom for some time we had picked fights. We have 
understood their aspirations. We have accepted part of 
what they asked of us. The accords signed at Taman- 
rasset are sacred to us, and we will do everything to 
respect them integrally. 


[Reporter] Mr. President, in 1968 when President 
Moussa assumed power as head of the CMLN, he had 
promised that the military were going to return to the 
barracks. Today. you are also promising the return to the 
barracks with, as you have just said, the establishment of 
integral multiparty politics. We are obliged to ask you if 
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things will be like they were before. In other words, are 
the military going to remain in power as the CMLN did? 
Or what is your governmental policy? 


[Toure] I wish that we specify certain things. I accepted 
assuming the chairmanship of this organization [the 
National Reconciliation Council] while lauding the 
goodwill of my elders in it—elders who are higher than 
me in grade and who have accepted my being their 
spokesman. First of all, | am intent, as any good Malian 
and as a junior, On expressing to them my greatest 
gratitude. It may be that perhaps Moussa Traore and his 
men. when they came in 1968, were men of goodwill. 
They must have deviated, perhaps through bad com- 
pany. perhaps bad advice. and they found that power 
was nice. I pledge. and I make this commitment before 
our people. before our youth, that I. as far as | am 
concerned, as soon as the situation becomes orderly 
again. as soon as a president of the Republic is elected by 
democratic and regular means, well, we shall quit. All 
those who not want to leave must give up their military 
insignia before going into politics. I am telling you right 
now and with precision, and I will emphasize this point 
all along, the Army will no longer meddle in politics. The 
Army will return to the barracks. It will be the guarantor 
of the Constitution. It will be under the authority of the 
political power in place. It will be in the service of the 
Malian people. period, and that is all. 


[Reporter] Mr. President, you have said it: Our people 
today have been afflicted and their dignity trodden 
underground. And we know that the wounds have not 
yet healed. What are the measures of security that you 
intend to take now so that the massacres will end, so that 
violence will end? 


{ Toure] The massacres—you are giving me the opportu- 
nity: | am hurt, and | am ashamed—it must be said— 
that our Army and its people have had to behave in the 
streets of Bamko in a way unspeakably damaging to the 
good reputation of our country. We have done wrong to 
this country. We have given a very bad image of this 
country, which we must endeavor to erase rapidly. And 
to do this, I call on all people of goodwill. I call on people 
from all disciplines, I call on everybody, so that hand in 
hand we can restore order without bayonets, without 
machine guns, and without any tanks whatsoever. And | 
earnestly hope for this. 


[Reporter] Concerning international relations, you are 
aware that our country has commitments to the outside 
world and the recent demonstrations have done a lot of 
damage to the Malian economy. Do you think you can 
just assume power without recourse to external assis- 
tance”? 


[Toure] | am not saying that; we must point this out. 
Only we can build Mali, and recently we have done so 
much damage that we have much more to build. I think 
external assistance can only come as an addition. We are 
not going to beg, but we call on all people of goodwill and 
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On international cooperation so we can cooperate 
equally, with dignity. and in our peoples’ interest. 


[Reporter] Concerning problems [words indistinct]. do 
you think you can solve them (?at your level)? 


[Toure] I do not think we should say... [changes thought] 
We must first find solutions at our level. We must also 
find solutions outside for problems that are not at our 
level, but I do not think we can accept just any solution. 
We can only accept solutions in line with the Malian 
peoples’ dignity. 


[Reporter] Mr. President, the Constitution has been 
dissolved and so have the National Assembly and the 
cabinet. As it is said, nature allows no vacuum, just as 
power dislikes a vacuum. Presently. how are things going 
to Operate? There are no ministers, so how are things 
going to operate concretely? 


[Toure] I am not saying... [changes thought] There is an 
administraive set-up even though there are no ministers. 
I issued a statement asking all current permanent secre- 


taries, with the assistance of the National Union of 


Malian Workers and the democratic organizations, with 
the assistance of all people of goodwill, with the assis- 
tance of every one of us, to resume work: we should 
organize our work. In the forthcoming days, and it will 
not take long, a cabinet will be set up. Do not expect to 
have an all-military cabinet, not at all. It will be a cabinet 
of openness, a cabinet that will take into account, as 
much as possible, the various shades of opinion in our 
country. 


[Reporter] So you already agree to work hand in hand 
with the National Committee for Democratic Initiative. 
the Alliance for Democracy in Mali, and the other local 
organizations. | will not forget those brave boys, we must 
call them brave, of the Malian Students Association. We 
shall cooperate with all Malians inside and outside the 
country who are still prepared to make a little sacrifice 
for this country’s well-being. 


[Reporter] Mr. President, while introducing your appeal 
this morning, | said a new sun has dawned on Mali. In 
your view, how do you see this new dawn? 


[Toure] First it is under the sign of nonviolence. We 
must ban forever what just happened from this country: 
we must forget it. | express my condolences for those 
who died. We also express our deepest feclings to those 
who lost their property during the violence and the 
pillaging. I think we all, whether of independent or 
national press, must contribute toward quickly bringing 
tranquillity and calm to our country. 


More on News Conference 
AB2703155591 Paris AFP in English 1534 GMT 
27 Mar 9Y1 


[Text] Bamako, March 27 (AFP)}—Mali’s new military 
leader Amadou Toumani Toure on Wednesday pledged 
to organise “free and democratic elections” as carly as 


WEST AFRICA 37 


possible after the overthrown Monday of president 
Moussa Traore who, he hinted would be brought to trial. 


“We must move very fast.” Lieutanant Colonel Toure 
told foreign journalists, though he gave no date when the 
elections might take place or when a new government 
would be appointed. 


The leader of the 17-man National Reconciliation 
Council (CNR) said “a political timetable will be drawn 
up” with the declared goal being the handover to civilian 
rule under a multi-party system. 


Reliable sources said a meeting of the CNR and civilian 
opposition groups might take place later Wednesday to 
discuss Opposition suggestions for the future govern- 
ment. 


Colonel Toure said there was no “power vacuum™ as 
“the ministries’ chiefs of staff are all back at work” now 
that the general strike ordered by the unions to force 
Gen. Traore to resign has been called off. “The admin- 
istration is Operational. We have to get things working 
again.” he said. 


He said the CNR’s all-military membership—15 soldier 
and two policemen—was not significant because “these 
people are not here to stay. They will be going.” 


On the fate of the former head of state, Col. Toure said 
the arrest of Moussa Traore had “not been a problem”. 
“We just did what the people wanted. We only com- 
pleted what the people started.” Col. Toure said, refusing 
lo say in what circumstances Gen. Traore had been 
detained. He said Gen. Traore “is in good health” and 
his fate will be decided by “the judiciary and the Malian 
people. It's no longer the army's business to decide.” 


Several other senior officials of the Traore regime and 
members of Gen. Traore’s entourage “have been 
arrested,” he said while giving no figures. He said some 
of those arrested had been detained “in their own 
interest” to protect them from being lynched. 


He praised the actions of civilian opposition groups and 
gave repeated assurances that the new military leaders 
were “fully committed to democracy.” 


At his first press conference Tuesday. Col. Toure said 
when asked to set a date for a return to civilian rule that: 
“If we were ready, | would say straight away, because our 
people deserve it and others are doing it.” “I solemnly 
swear, before our people. before our youth” that once a 
head of state has been elected by regular and democratic 
means, “we will go... the army will no longer get involved 
in politics and will be under the command of the 
political authorities.” 


A total of 59 people died in Gen. Traore’s overthrow, 40 
during Monday night and 19 more carly on Tuesday. 
About 200 more people were injured. In the riots which 
led up to the overthrow, at least 160 people were killed 
and more than 1.000 injured, according to various 
unofficial tallies. 


38 WEST AFRICA 


Radio Confirms Deaths of Two Former Officials 


AB2703170091 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1500 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] The official number of deaths of members of the 
former regime has been put at two. Those who died were: 
Mr. Bakary Traore, the former minister of education, 
who was attacked by demonstrators in Bamako while 
trying to flee; the other was Mr. Mamadou Guarantigui 
Diarra, the former president's brother-in-law. He com- 
mitted suicide after firing on the demonstrators. The two 
deaths occurred on Monday [25 March] night. 


Airports Ordered Open; Curfew Still in Force 


AB2603204091 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 26 Mar 91 


{Communique No. 8 issued by the National Reconcilia- 
tion Council in Bamako on 26 March] 


[Text] Mali’s airports are reopened for domestic and 
international traffic beginning today. Tuesday. 26 March 
1991. However, the curfew is still in force from 2100 to 
0500. 


[Paris AFP in French at 2016 GMT adds: “Communi- 
cations with the outside world, which were cut at about 
0500 GMT, were restored today at about 1700 GMT.”] 


CRN Chairman Toure Meets Foreign Diplomats 


AB2603195791 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Lieutenant Colonel) Amadou Toumani Toure, 
chairman of the National Reconciliation Council 
[CRN], met diplomats accredited to Mali this afternoon 
at the People’s Hall. During the meeting, the CRN 
chairman explained the reasons for the coup d'etat that 
overthrew the regime of Moussa Traore and his group. 
Among the reasons he gave were nepotism and, in 
particular, the killing organized in response to the 
demands of the Malian people for a true democracy. 
According to Lt. Col. Amadou Toumani Toure, today’s 
coup d'etat was aimed at leading Mali toward a real 
democracy and the return of the Army to the barracks. 
and this step must banish forever what our country has 
just passed through. Lt. Col. Amadou Toumani Toure 
also explained the foundations of the domestic and 
foreign policies of Mali, policies which he said are based 
on the responsible participation of all the sons of the 
country and cooperation in respect for human rights. 
Concerning the fate of Moussa Traore, the CRN 
chairman pointed out that only Malian justice can 
decide. 


In response, the dean of the diplomatic corps, Mr. (Abu 
Rabah) of Palestine lauded the coup on behalf of his 
peers and wished the CRN every success. He expressed 
hope for consolidating relations of cooperation between 
Mali and its partners. 
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Foreigners, Others Requested To Attend Meetings 


Envoys, Governors Summoned 


AB2603210291 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1952 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] All Malian ambassadors accredited to friendly 
cuuntries are summoned to a meeting in Bamako on 
Friday 29 March 1991 at 0900 in the People’s Hall. Also, 
all of Malis regional governors are summoned to a 
meeting in Bamako on Thursday 28 March 1991 at 0900 
in the People’s Hall. 


Ministry Under Secretaries Invited 


AB2703130891 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1219 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[““Communique™ issued by the National Reconciliation 
Council, CRN, in Bamako on 27 March] 


{Text} All permanent undersecretaries of the various 
ministries are invited to attend a mecting today, 
Wednesday. 27 March 1991, at 1600 at the People’s 
Hall. 


Coordinating Committee Members Appointed 


AB2603220091 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 2000 GMT 26 Mar 91 


[Text] Here is the list of members of the Coordinating 
Committee of Democratic Associations and Organiza- 
tions: 


Chairman: Bakari Karambe of the National Union of 
Malian Workers [UNTM]: 

First deputy chairman: Abdrahamane Baba Toure of the 
Alliance for Democracy in Mali [ADEMA],; 

Second deputy chairman: Amidou Diabate of the 
National Committee for a Democratic Initiative 
[CNID}: 

Third deputy chairman: Oumar Mariko of the Malian 
Pupils and Students Association [AEEM]: 

Rapporteur: Charles Abdoulaye Cisse of the Malian 
Association for Human Rights [AMDH]: 

Spokesman: Counsellor Idrissa Traore of the Bar Asso- 
ciation; 

Members: Bouesse Traore, UNTM: Cheikh Oumar Sis- 
soko, CNID:; Quamar Wague of the Free and Democratic 
Youth [JLD]; Mohamed Lamine Traore, ADEMA, 
Badara Alioune Berte. JLD: Moussa Keita of the Asso- 
ciation of Youth for Democracy and Progress [AJDP]: 
Jankounda Gnakate of the Association of Graduates 
Establishing and Seeking Employment [ADID}]; Sidi 
Camara, ADID; Bouaraima Sidibe of the Bar Associa- 
tion Abdelkader Maiga, AJDP: Moussa Bala Diakite, 
AEEM: Mohamadou Mba, AEEM, Counsellor 
Mamadou Kante. AMDH: Aliou Sangare, UNTM. 


FBIS-AFR-91-059 
27 March 1991 


Members React to CRN Meeting 


AB2703112091 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 0705 GMT 27 Mar 91 


{Interview with three members of the Coordinating 
Commitice of Associations and Organizations on 26 
March in Bamako after a meeting with the National 
Reconciliation Council. by Modibo Sidiki Traore— 
recorded] 


[Text] Yesterday at the Labor Exchange, the members of 
the National Reconciliation Council [CRN] met the 
Coordinating Committee of Associations and Organiza- 
tions. After the meeting, we got the impressions of some 
members of the committee. First, Idrissa Traore. presi- 
dent of the Bar Association and spokesman for the 
committee: 


[Begin recording] [Traore] Today's (?event) is extraordi- 
nary, something that the entire Malian Bar has hoped for 
on behalf of the Malian people at large. It proves that the 
Malian Bar has always fought for individual and collec- 
tive freedoms. We found the pronouncements that the 
leader of this group of soldiers [words indistinct] made 
today very gratifying, and we think that all freedoms will 
be restored rapidly in the country. That is the substance 
of the explanations given by the Malian Bar. 


[Sidiki Traore] Could you briefly sum up what he told 
you? 


[Traore] He told us that they are in control on a 
provisional basis and that they have come to cooperate 
with the Coordinating Committee. They have no polit- 
ical ambitions. Above all, he said they have intervened 
to help ensure total peace in this country and restore 
pluralistic democracy—total democracy and freedom of 
associations in the Republic of Mali. He also said that as 
soldiers, they have not come for power, and that he 
himself, as chairman of this military junta, has no 
political ambition. The military, he said, has no political 
role to play in this country. Their role is in the barracks. 
{end recording] 


Our reporter also extended the microphone to Mr. 
Amidou Diabate, secretary general of the National Com- 
mittee for a Democratic Initiative: 


[Begin recording] [Diabate] I see the arrest of Moussa 
Traore and his (?clique) as a victory for our people, who 
fought like lions for 10 months, especially in the past few 
months. Even before the past months, they fought for 
years. The downfall of dictatorship is the people’s vic- 
tory—and theirs alone. 


[Sidiki Traore] You know that Moussa Traore was a 
soldier and he has just been replaced by soldiers. What 
are your feelings? 


[Diabate] My feelings are that Moussa Traore cannot be 
replaced by soldiers. A democratic republic shall be 
established in his place. What is a democratic republic? 
It implies a democratic constitution that guaranties the 
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rights and freedoms of all citizens, as well as individual 
and collective freedoms; it implies the establishment of 
democratic institutions. A democratic republic also 
implies the drafting of a fair electoral system that guar- 
antees individual rights and really free and truly demo- 
cratic elections. In a democratic system, it is the people 
alone who are responsible [words indistinct]: they alone 
enjoy legitimacy. 


[Sidiki Traore] How do you view the future of the 
Malian people from this point? 


[Diabate] | think that a very great stride was made with 
the fall of Moussa Traore’s dictatorship. That is a great 
step forward. It cannot be underestimated. And, I think 
that, henceforth, it will be difficult for our people to 
retreat. Our people have sacrificed so much, because 
(?hundreds) of dead and thousands of wounded, that is 
too much! It could not have been otherwise. and the 
people did warn him. [end recording] 


Finally, Bakari Karambe. chairman of the Coordinating 
Committee, also gave his views. 


[Begin recording] [Sidiki Traore] Mr. Karambe, you are 
the chairman of the Coordinating Committee. What do 
you think about these events? 


[Karambe] The people of Mali have just won a great 
victory. This is the victory of the Malian people over 
Moussa Traore and his team. [Passage indistinct] all 
those who indulge in acts of vandalism must stop doing 
so, in order not to defile the victory we have just won. 
Otherwise... [changes thought] We should not, through 
such acts, miss our objective. Anyway, in the circum- 
stances of victory through which we are living now, the 
acts of vandalism must stop. (?We) must be vigilant, 
because this victory which we have just won is a victory 
of [passage indistinct]. In the near future, we should 
make clearcut decisions which will enable the people to 
live freely in this country and to bring about a strong, 
genuine democracy in our country. For all those reasons, 
the Coordinating Committee appeals to all Malians to 
remain mobilized in order to stop the vandalism and 
prepare for future struggles for better living and working 
conditions for the Malian people. 


[Sidiki Traore] How do you see the future of our country 
in light of these events? 


[Karambe] I see bright prospects for the Malian people, 
because, as | said earlier, we are going to establish a 
democratic state, with republican institutions. These will 
enable us to manage state affairs, and each citizen—both 
male and female—will have a say in the future evolution 
of our country. [end recording] 


People’s Salvation Council Consultations Proceed 
AB2703 133691 Dakar PANA in English 
1306 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] Bamako, 27 March (AMAP/PANA)— 
Consultations are underway in the Mali capital Bamako 
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aimed at setting up a National People’s Salvation 
Council (CSP) which will serve as the supreme organ of 
the state, a reliable source disclosed Wednesday [27 
March] in Bamako. The MALIAN PRESS AGENCY 
(AMAP) quoted the source as saying the CSP. to be made 
up of all political activists in the country, will rule for an 
interim period during which a provisional government 
will be formed. 


The AMAP report did not explain the relationship 
between this newer body (CSP) and the days-old 
National Reconciliation Council led by Lt. Col. Amadou 
Toumani Toure who overthrew President Moussa 
Traore’s regime after massive pro-democracy protests in 
Mali. 


CNID Convenes ‘Militants’ Meeting 27 Mar 


AB270313249] Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1255 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[““Communique™ issued by the National Committee for 
a Democratic Initiative in Bamako on 27 March] 


[Text] The National Committee for a Democratic Initia- 
tive, CNID, invites its militants to an extraordinary 
general assembly today, 27 March 1991 at 1600 sharp. 
The meeting. which will take place at the CNID head- 
quarters, will be presided over by Counselor (Moussa 
Gatari). Everyone is kindly invited to attend. 


Chairman Returns From Exile 


AB2703143291 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] Mr. Mountaga Tall, chairman of the National 
Committee for a Democratic Initiative [CNID}. 
returned to Bamako this morning after spending several 
weeks first underground and then in exile. outside the 
country. Mr. Tall was welcomed at Bamako-Senou Air- 
port by many relatives and friends, and especially by 
CNID militants. For the CNID chairman. who expressed 
sorrow about the large number of dead. power must be 
placed in the service of the people. He took note of the 
statements made by the new military authorities. 


[Begin recording] [Tall] First of all, | would like to pay 
tribute to all the martyrs of the democratic movement. | 
would like to hail all those who lost their lives—what 
butchery'—their exemplary courage. | am duty bound to 
convey to the Malian people and the militants of demo- 
cratic movements the sympathy and the message of the 
international community that | met. Everywhere | went, 
I found a lot of good will, a lot of people. a lot of states 
and organizations supporting us. As they were not get- 
ting off in Bamako, many people on board the plane 
which flew me in made a point of bidding me farewell 
and asking me to convey their sympathy to the coura- 
geous Malian people. who have set an example for and 
will continue to be an example to many other countries. 
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[Unidentified reporter] What is your assessment of the 
latest developments—the military coup and the advent 
of a national council pending the establishment of mul- 
lipartyism? 


[Tall] | have taken a note of the statements made by the 
new military authorities and the steps already taken. | 
was promptly informed of the developments. and as the 
CNID chairman, | offered my views. Indeed. this is the 
people's victory: and the people should keep it. No one 
can, and no one should, confiscate this victory. So. we 
will confer with the new military authorities in the 
interest of the people. whom we should not forget. and 
who, I repeat. deserve the credit for this victory. [end 
recording] 


Deputy Chairman Accounts for Exile 


AB2703144291 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] Cheikh Oumar Sissoko. deputy chairman of the 
National Committee for a Democratic Initiative 
[(CNID}. has explained why CNID chairman Mountaga 
Tall went into exile. Mr. Cissoko was interviewed by 
Sidina Oumar Dicko. 


[Beginning Sissoko recording] We conceived the idea 
first to save Mountaga Tall’s life. because he received 
death threats. Everyone in Bamako knew this. Private 
militia and the Armed Forces in particular had raided 
his residence. A total of 50 persons went there without a 
search or arrest warrant. no order at all. We had evi- 
dence. which we will certainly have the opportunity to 
produce, that private militia groups were being set up 
and were threatening Mr. Tall’s life. 


I do not want to go back to newspaper reports, but when 
he was being threatened. we got him out of the country. 
It was our decision, because | had toured African and 
European countries to explain to people what we had 
initiated on 18 October. Mr. Tall was in a better position 
to do that. | had already started that work. In my 
absence. Mountaga Tall was the most appropriate person 
to continue that work. [end recording] 


Commentary Views Traore’s Ousting, Reconciliation 


AB2703093491 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 0604 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Unattributed commentary] 


[Text] | will confess this: This morning, | have in mind 
Chouahibou Traore. editor of LAURORE newspaper. 
who writes, quote. President Traore never understood 
these events, neither did those around him. Even when 
we took to the streets to express our discontent, the 
president and his men did not understand the scope of 
the protests. And yet. we were not asking them for 
miraculous solutions. but rather a really adapted policy. 
unquote. 
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Meanwhile, Moussa Traore continued to cling to his 
power and his party. to the detriment of our ravaged and 
flouted people, who, however, remained tolerant, asking 
him simply to resign and allow them to choose in all 
serenity new political leaders and a new competent. 
articulate, and honest head of state. He did not under- 
stand this either, and his very (?contemptuous) entou- 
rage turned a blind eye and a deaf ear to this and 
remained silent. 


In this whirlwind in which I was constantly confused. | 
perceived chaos—my chaos, that of my children. and 
that of my people. I alone could go around this chaos. 
When I say I alone. | mean the people alone. They alone 
could find a way to avert this chaos. So there was a need 
to understand that we alone could find solutions to our 
problems. It was incumbent upon us alone, as L°AU- 
RORE says—with your permission I will quote it again: 
It is now incumbent upon us alone—us, who wallow in 


poverty. who have been sucked dry by a handful of 


individuals—we the beggars. we the [word indistinct] 
and the starving, to impose salutary solutions, unquote. 


This is what was done by the youth whose motto was: 
Daring to fight 1s daring to win. And, as the LES ECHOS 
rightly pointed out, quote, to bring about change. they 
will risk everything: and for Mali to change, they are 
prepared to sacrifice their lives, because for them. Mali is 
now synonymous with unemployment. poverty. humili- 
ation, injustice; the young people who decided to wage 
the battle are the very ones who made a point of not 
sinking into drug addiction, alcoholism, prostitution, or 
exile. They would rather die than watch this calvary 
continue in Mali, unquote. The Association of Malian 
Pupils and Students [AEEM] understood this, and it 
fought relentlessly for three days, day and night. And the 
tyrants drew their swords, but the AEEM members used 
their imagination, the imagination which our people 
need so much now. They once begrudged the youth. 
because they refused to hope for a better future, to expect 
a new era. And yet, since yesterday. a new day has 
dawned and is shining with particular brilliance. 


Someone said once, there are at least four things. the 
beginning of which one cannot predict, or even—when 
they have started—how they will end: Two concern 
individuals—a career and a love affair, and two concern 
the community—revolution and war. In the present case. 
Moussa Traore lefi as he had come. Better still, he came 
on a Tuesday: and he left on a Tuesday. 


The time has come for national reconciliation in a 
climate of discipline. hard work. lucidity, openness, and 
honesty so that the time of new certainties will endure. 


Niger 


Political Parties Hold Protest Rally in Niamey 


AB2303135891 Dakar PANA in English 1340 GMT 
23 Mar 91 


[Text] Niamey, 23 March (ANP/PANA)}—Twelve polit- 
ical parties in Niger Saturday held a protest rally in 
central Niamey. the NIGER NEWS AGENCY (ANP) 
reported Saturday. 
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The aim of the rally was to protest against the ruling 
National Movement for the Developing Society (MNSD) 
party’s unilaterally choosing May 1991 as the date for 
the proposed national conference to map out the coun- 
try’s future. The opposition parties also protested against 
the refusal of the government to grant them access to the 
official media. The agency reported that the meeting 
attracted about 2.000 people and that the parties issued 
a joint statement. 


Speaking at the rally ir coded representatives of the 
Niger Workers’ Union and the Union of Niger Students 
which are officially supposed to be apolitical. 


Niger introduced multipartism on 15 November 1990. 
Since then, about 15 political parties have received their 
provisional recognition from the country’s Ministry of 
the Interior while awaiting the passing of a law to legalise 
their existence in April. 


Nigeria 


CDHR Denounces Government's Human Rights Abuses 


1B230319S091 Paris AFP in French 2203 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos. 20 Mar (AFP)}—Today the Nigerian Com- 
mittee for the Defense of Human Rights (CDHR) 
denounced the Nigerian Government's “abuses” only a 
few hours after that country’s president, General 
Ibrahim Babangdida, reaffirmed his administration's 
commitment to human rights. The Nigerian head of 
state—who was receiving a delegation of the African 
Human Rights Commission, led by its Chairman Pro- 
fessor Oj Umozurike—said he believed that economic 
development and human rights were the two main issues 
which the African Continent had to tackle. President 
Babangida also assured the commission of his support 
and maintained that the present military government 
was doing its utmost to protect human rights, thereby 
keeping the promise it made after the August 1985 coup 
d'etat. 


The African Human Rights Commission, established in 
1986, opened its ninth session on 18 March in Lagos 
with a message from Nigeria’s second in command, Vice 
Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, who emphasized his coun- 
iry’s commitment to guarantecing and enhancing these 
rights. 


In a communique released this evening in Lagos, the 
CDHR—which was reacting to the Nigerian vice presi- 
dent's message. expressed serious reservations about the 
Nigerian Government's human rights reports. The 
CDHR—whose chairman is Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, a 
brother to Health Minister Professor Olikoye Ransome- 
Kuti—contended that Nigeria “competes” with Kenya. 
Sudan, Togo, Ghana, Zaire. and South Africa when it 
comes to human rights violations. The CDHR commu- 
nique charged that since coming to power in 1985, the 
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Nigerian Government has closed several newspapers and 
“detained at least 26 journalists without trial for 
unknown reasons.” Several people, including those 
arrested in the wake of the April 1990 abortive coup 
d'etat, are still in detention without trial, it added. 
Finally, the CDHR called on the government to free all 
persons detained without trial and to repeal the law 
which allows the detention of suspects for a renewable 
six-week period without charging them. 


Airlines To Be Banned if Tax Not Paid 


AB2203170491 Paris AFP in English 2033 GMT 
21 Mar 91 : 


[Text] Lagos, March 21 (AFP)—Nigerian aviation 
authorities warned here Thursday they would ban all 
foreign and local airlines operating in the country if they 
failed to pay the Federal Civil Aviation Authorities 
(FCAA) overflight and five percent ticket sales tax by 
April 2. Out of more than 70 million naira (seven million 
dollars) debt the airlines owed the agency last year. only 
about 20 million naira (2 million dollars) had been 
recovered, reliable aviation sources said. 


“Nothwithstanding FCAA’s numerous pleas, many air- 
lines have persistently refused to demonstrate strict 
compliance with the directive’, the agency said in an 
official statement. A total of 25 foreign airlines operate 
in Nigeria. 


“Defaulting airlines have no justification as the tax 
already collected from passengers and charterers shouid 
have been transferred to the FCAA immediately”. the 
statement said. The five percent sales tax is accruable to 
passenger-scheduled operations, charter operations. 
Cargo and contract operations, such as those for pilgrims, 
and the Central Bank of Nigeria. [sentence as received] 


*Government Reassesses Budget After Oil Glut 


91AFO0792D Lagos THE GUARDIAN in English 
3 Feh 91 pp Al, A2 


[Article by Jackson Akpasubi] 


[Text] The budget seems to be balanced on a knife-edge 
following the swinging price of oil—the black gold and 
largely the major index on which the budget is plotted. 


The pendulum of hope has been oscillating between 
euphoria and gloom since the Gulf crisis began. Nigeria 
reaped handsomely from the crisis before the war broke 
out, but release of over 2.5 million barrels of oil by the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) from its strategic 
reserves had cut short the windfall and beaten down the 
price of crude oil from an appetizing $39 to a miserable 
$18 a barrel last month. 


The government is now putting together a contingency 
plan to ensure that the shortfall between actual receipts 
and the projections does not derail Nigeria’s N [naira] 
37.8 billion budget. 
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It probably stopped short of a budget review because of 
the encouraging run the price of crude had witnessed in 
the last two weeks. It seems to have stabilized on $20 a 
barrel, $1 short of the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries’ (OPEC) price on which Nigeria 
plotted her budget. 


Presidency sources indicated last week that an ad hoc 
committee was set up a fortnight ago to draw up a 
contingency plan. a move Central Bank sources also 
confirmed. 


Though, the committee’s point of reference did not 
include a review of the budget. officials said it was 
working out a schedule that could be operated alongside 
the budget. 


Presidency sources also confirmed that the move to have 
something to fall back on should the slump persist, began 
a fortnight ago with an emergency mecting of the gov- 
ernment’s economic council which decided that a total 
review of the budget was premature. 


The source further explained that the government had 
indeed concluded plans to closely monitor the budget in 
relation to all its projected sources of revenue and put in 
place a scheme to aid the successful implementation of 
the budget. 


Apprehension in economic and high government quar- 
ters rose to a fever pitch mid-last month when oil price in 
the international market slumped to $18 barely 48 hours 
after the Gulf war began. The slump was attributed to the 
release of about 2.5 million barrels of oil by the IEA. 


Tension, however. died down within government circles 
after the first week. as the prices appreciated and soon 
stabilised at about $20. 


A fortnight ago. Vice President Augustus Aikhomu. fresh 
from the emergency forum. gave indications that the 
government was still watching the development and may 
perhaps review the budget. 


And last week, Finance and Budget Minister. Alhaji 
Abubakar Alhaji reaffirmed that the government was not 
considering a reversal of the budget. though his ministry 
sources confirmed Central Bank's moves to draw up a 
supplementary package. 


Government early this year had announced its budget 
based on $21 a barrel but became uneasy when two 
weeks after, oil prices fell from $39 to $13 forcing it to 
take a second look at the budget. 


Though there was relative calm in the oil market last 
week, perhaps due to what experts attributed to the 
ability of Allied Forces so far to contain Iraqi attacks on 
Saudi Arabia's oil wells, economic planners explained 
that it was safer for the government to be on its guard as 
IEA again plans to pump additional 2.5 million barrels 
into the already saturated market. 
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OPEC President and Algeria’s Energy Minister, Mr 
Sadak Boussena accused the IEA of deliberately master- 
minding an oil glut. 


For upward of four months last year. soon after the 
annexation of Kuwait by Iraq. oil price across the globe 
assumed an unprecedented upward swing to $39 a barrel 
with Nigeria reaping over NI billion monthly. 


Senegal 


Assembly Approves Prime Minister Nomination Bill 


AB2303 164891 Dakar Domestic Service 
in French 2000 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The National Assembly today held its first 
extraordinary session under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Abdoul Aziz Ndaw. It amended the Senegalese Consti- 
tution and adopted a bill reintroducing the post of prime 
minister, extending the term of the National Assembly 
speaker, and on participation of deputies from the oppo- 
sition in the Assembly's bureau. Here is a report by 
Ninin Sidibe: 

[Sidibe] At this year’s first extraodinary session of the 
National Assembly, Deputy (Abdoulaye Gnan). the Leg- 
islation, Justice, General Administration. and Statutes 
Committee rapporteur, recalled the basic principles of 
the Senegalese Constitution as adopted by referendum. 
and he quoted Justice Minister Serigne Lamine Diop. 
who attended the session with Coumba Ndoffene Bouna 
Diouf, the minister delegate in charge of relations with 
the assemblies. 


Concerning the responsibilities of the head of state. they 
have now been modified. The prime minister will head 
the government and administration in conformity with 
the presidential directives. Government action will be 
carried out under the directives of the two legitimate 
personalities: the president of the Republic and the 
speaker of the National Assembly. This provision is in 
line with the head of state's right to dissolve the National 
Assembly as enshrined in the Constitution. and the 
deputies feel that this offers a better guarantee for 
conducting government action. The reintroduction of 
the prime minister's post, the vote of no confidence. and 
the president of the Republic’s right to dissolve the 
National Assembly have led to the amendment of all 
articles relating to the prime minister's functions. 


Two major items were adopted: the vote of no confi- 
dence and the right of dissolution. The first item states 
that from now on the National Assembly will be able to 
overthrow a government whose action is incompatible 
with the expressed will of the people. In contrast to the 
28 February 1970 bill. only one-tenth, not one-fourth, of 
the members of the National Assembly are needed to 
carry through a motion of no confidence. Is there any 
risk of government instability in this case due to debates 
on the vote of no confidence? No. the deputies said. 
because they are all aware of their responsibilities. 
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Concerning the right of dissolution, what is its real scope 
of application? It is linked to the vote of no confidence. 
In other words if the National Assembly submits a 
motion of no confidence against the government, that 
assembly cannot be dissolved. From now on, in case of 
dissolution of the National Assembly before elections 
and the installation of a new assembly. and should the 
president of the Republic resign or be unable to assume 
office, the speaker of the National Assembly will rule the 
country. [passage omitted] 


Sao Tome President Arrives in Dakar for Visit 


4B2303141591 Dakar PANA in English 1205 GMT 
23 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 23 March (APS-SEN/PANA)}—The new 
president of Sao Tome and Principe. Miguel Trovoada 
was expected to hold talks with his Senegalese host, 
Abdou Diouf Saturday morning in Dakar where he 
arrived Friday on a 24-hour visit. 


Trovoada, who is on a tour of several African and 
European countries, will also visit the island of Goree. a 
former major slave transit point off the Senegalese 
capital. 


He left Sao Tome and Principe for Lisbon on | 3 March 
on a |2-day tour to Portugal. France, Britain, Senegal. 
Cote d'Ivoire and Angola. He 1s expected to leave Dakar 
Saturday evening for Abidjan. to continue his tour. 


In an interview on his arrival at Dakar airport, Tro- 
voada, the first Sao Tome and Principe president to be 
elected through universal suffrage. said his visit to Dakar 
was to learn the Senegalese experience with multiparty 
democracy. 


Sierra Leone 


Momoh Rejects Demands on Multiparty Call 


AB2203221091 Paris AFP in English 2010 GMT 
2? Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 22 (AFP)—Sierra Leone Presi- 
dent Joseph Momoh on Friday rejected demands by 
student leaders for the government to make a public 
statement on multiparty politics following calls for a 
return to a democratic system. official sources said. 
During a meeting with leaders of the 20.000-strong 
National Union of Sierra Leone Students. Gen. Momoh 
was quoted as saying the demand was “absurd” and 
dismissed what the students called an important discus- 
sion of “pressing political changes.” 


The students had claimed that although no public pro- 
nouncement on political campaigning for May general 
elections had been made. some politicians had launched 
political campaigns. They called on Gen. Momoh to “put 
a stop to all clectioneering campaigns.” The president 


44 WEST AFRICA 


told the students that unit! parliament was disssolved, no 
one had the right to “undertake any clectionecring 
campaign” and that violators could be arrested. Gen. 
Momoh said any constitutional change would have to be 
put to the people through a national referendum. Stu- 
dents urged the government to hold a referendum on the 
multiparty issue before the current legislative term 
expires June 9. 


The president condemned a strike launched Monday by 
students from the Nyala University College 200 kilometers 
(130 miles) north of here for political reforms as “wrong, 
reckless, irresponsible and undemocratic,” the sources 
quoted him as saying. He also warned students not to set 
“the country ablaze.” Students Union President Patch Bah 
said students had no intention of disrupting public order. 
More than 800 students from Freetown’s Fourah Bay 
College demomstrated Thursday for a return to multiparty 
politics in the West African country. 


4-Man Iranian Team Arrives on Cooperation Visit 


1B2308218091 Freetown Domestic Service 
m Enelish 2000 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] The visiting four-man technical team from the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has briefed President Momoh 
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of their assignment to map out areas of technical coop- 
eration between Sierra Leone and Iran. Welcoming the 
team on behalf of the government and the people of 
Sierra Leone. President Momoh maintained that the 
spontaneous response of the Iranian Government 
through the report of her own minister of Construction 
Jihad. who had visited Sierra Leone. indicated Iran’s 
commitment to the promotion of technical cooperation 
with this country. 


President Momoh said the Iranian aid package 1s an 
assortment of rural development projects which, he said, 
will make a great difference in raising glimmers of hope 
for the rural people. He recounted that the program will 
provide basic necessities of life like feeder roads, health 
sectors, schools. decent drinking water, and improved 
agricultural techniques for the rural population, and 
pledged its physical support to its realization. 


The leader of the technical team. (Mr. Mahmud Sakan- 
gan). explained that his team comprises two civil engi- 
neers, a medical doctor specialized in tropical medicine, 
and an agriculturist capable of drawing a program 
affecting their various skills and other associated areas of 
human endeavor. 
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